
 

 

 

Hi-tech arrives to Umm al-Fahem  

More than 150 Arab High School students participated in a Tsofen organized 

Hackathon competition on Saturday 3rd May 2014 in Um el-Fahm. 

100 young people registered, and more than 150 students came to the event thanks to Tsofen’s recruitment 

efforts as well as the efforts of the hi-tech company TOMODO and the amazing efforts of high school 

managers from schools in Kafr Quasim, Kafr Kara, Tira, Arara, and Umm El Fahem. In addition over 50% of 

the participants were female students. 

Hackathon is a word formulated from a combination of the words ‘hacker’ and ‘marathon’, and are a well-

known phenomenon within the hi-tech world. These competitions usually consist of a group of people with 

entrepreneurial abilities and creativity forming smaller teams, and getting together for a set period of time to 

develop a technology idea from conception to implementation. Recently there has been a surge in Hackathons 

taking place worldwide. Israel, the "startup nation" is among the places where this surge is occurring. The Um 

el-Fahm High School Hackathon, was unique as the first event of its kind to be held at high school level, 

and the first to be held in the Triangle region. 

Talented hi-tech oriented students were selected by teachers from a number of technology based schools in the 

Triangle Region and the winners were invited to compete in the event which took place in the community 

center of Um el-Fahm. The event was opened with a workshop ran by TOMODO, whose representatives also 

guided the students through the event. Over a seven hour period the students worked hard to develop their 

ideas and were accompanied by Jewish and Arab mentors, who kindly volunteered from a number of leading 

tech firms including TOMODO, E4d, IceSCRm and beyond.  

The event was concluded by presentations of the leading teams.The 3 winning teams were elected by a panel 

of judges, consisting of Prof. Niv Achituv, Dean of School of Maritime Studies at Dan Academic college; Dr. 

Asmaa G'aniim from Al Qasemi College; Mahmoud Nasr, Google software engineer; Noga Kap from an early 

stage VC and Tsofen’s board member, as well as other high-tech entrepreneurs and professionals.  

Smadar Nehab, CEO of Tsfoen: "This event gives high school students an opportunity to experience high-

tech: its intensity and its excitement.We hope that this unique exposure to hi-tech practices will encourage the 

students to choose technology as their career path. We thank everyone for the wonderful day. " 

Khaled Ighbarieh, Mayor of Umm al-Fahm:“Umm al-Fahm is pleased to host the first technology event of 

its kind for high school students and thanks all those who participated in the organization. We place great 

importance on the participation of students in this day as a lever to encourage them to study technology based  

subjects.” 

 

Tsofen’s operations in the Triangle region, in collaboration with Injaz, are mainly financed by the 

European Union within the framework of their "Partnership for Peace" initiative, and by other 

donors, including the New Israel Fund, Jewish Federation of San Francisco, the Portland Trust, the 

Alan & Babette Sainsbury Charitable Fund and others.  

http://tomodo.com/
http://www.tsofen.org/?page_id=2&lang=en
http://injaz.org.il/?lang=en
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See below some photos taken at the event: 

 

 

 

 


