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General 

 The Arab and Druze population in Israel numbered 1,658,000 at the end of March 2013.
2
 

 In 2013, The Arab and Druze minority constituted 20.6% of the population. 

 The total population figure above, includes approximately 296,905 Arabs living in East 

Jerusalem, and 21,000 Druze residing in the Golan Heights, occupied by Israel in 1967 and 

annexed in 1981.  

 The inhabitants of East Jerusalem became permanent residents of Israel in 1967. They hold 

Israeli ID cards, but do not have full Israeli citizenship and therefore cannot participate in the 

Knesset elections.
3
 

Natural Growth 

 The annual natural growth rate of the Arab population in 2011 was 2.4%, compared to 1.7% for 

the Jewish population.
4
 

 For Muslim Arabs in Israel, the rate has declined steadily, from 4.5% in the 1960s, to 3.47% in 

1998 and 2.5% in 2011. 

 Christian Arabs and Druze also followed the same pattern: their natural growth rate declined 

                                                           
1
 Compiled by Prof. Elie Rekhess, Associate Director, Crown Center for Jewish and Israel Studies, Northwestern University 

2
 CBS, Statistical Abstract of Israel, 2012 (no. 63), table 2.1. 
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from 1.71% and 2.42% in 1998 to 1.3% and 1.7% in 2011, respectively.
5
 

 

Fertility Rate 

 Definition: The average number of children born to a single woman over her lifetime. 

 In 2011, the fertility rate of Muslim women was 3.5, compared to 2.98 in the Jewish population.
6
 

 Fertility rates in the non-Jewish population have declined significantly since 1960: The fertility rate 

of Muslim women from 9.3 (1960) to 4.7 (1990), to 3.8 (2008) and to 3.5 (2011). Among Arab 

Christian women, the fertility rate dropped from 4.7 (1960) to 2.3 (1990), 2.2 (2008) and to 2.2 

(2011), and for Druze women from 7.9 (1960) to 4.1 (1990), 2.5 (2008) and to 2.3 (2011).
7
 

Forecasts 

 According to projections by the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics the Arab and Druze 

population will grow to 1,755,100 in 2015 (constituting 20.9% of the total population), to 

2,168,800 by 2025 (22% of the total population) and 2,614,800 in 2035 (22.9% of the total 

population), in the next two decades.
8
 

Age Structure 

 As a result of the relatively high fertility rate, the general Arab population in Israel, particularly 

the Muslim population, is exceptionally young. In 2011, 49.2% of the Muslim population was 

under the age of 19, compared to 33.1% of the Christian Arabs, 40% of the Druze, 60.9% of the 

Bedouins, and 33.3% of the Jews. 

 According to a 2011 study by the Central Bureau of Statistics, 72% of the Muslim population was 

under the age 35, while 56.1% of the Christian Arabs, 65.5% of the Druze, and 54.8% of the 

Jewish population was under the age 35.
9
 

Life Expectancy 
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 Life expectancy in the Arab population has risen considerably in recent years, from 68.2 and 

71.5 in 1975 to 76.5 and 80.9 in 2011 for Arab males and females, respectively.  

Life expectancy in 2011 for Jewish males and females was 80.7 and 83.9, respectively.
10

 

 In the last two decades the difference between life expectancy of Arabs and Jews increased. The 

average difference between Jewish and Arab men and women increased from 1.4 and 2.3 

years (in 1985-1989) to 4.2 and 3.0 years (in 2011), respectively.
11

 (See Health Fact Sheet) 

Infant  Mortality 

 Definition of “infant”: newborn aged 0-1 year. 

 The infant mortality rate among Arabs (except of the Christians) is considerably higher than in 

the Jewish population.  

 In 2011, infant mortality rates were 6.6 per 1000 live births for Muslims, 11.6 per 1000 live births 

for Bedouins, 2.3 per 1000 live births for Arab Christians, 3.6 per 1000 live births for Druze, and 

2.6 per 1000 live births for Jews.
12

 (See Health Fact Sheet) 

Religion 

 In 2011, the Arab and Druze communities in Israel were divided into three main religious 

groups: Muslims (84%), Christian Arabs (8.0%) and Druze (8.0%).
13

 (See Religion Fact Sheet) 
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