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One week ahead of Election Day (September 17, 
2019), Arab voters poll predicts an increase in voter 
turnout, high support for the Joint List, and a strong 

desire to joining a government coalition 

Arik Rudnizky 

 

One week ahead of Election Day, a comprehensive public opinion poll among Israeli 
Arab voters reveals: 

 

 The expected turnout of Arab citizens in the upcoming 22nd Knesset Elections is 

56%, a slight increase compared to the historical low of the April elections, 

49.2%. 

 The Joint List is expected to win sweeping support of 80.5% among  those who 

plan to vote on Election Day. Support for the Jewish parties is likely to weaken 

considerably, and support for the traditional leftist parties (Labor and Meretz) 

is set to decline to historic lows. 

 The most qualified candidate for Prime Minister in the eyes of the Arab public 

is Benjamin Netanyahu (23.6%), followed by Ayman Odeh (9.9%), Benny Gantz 

(9.6%), Ehud Barak (7.7%), Avigdor Lieberman (7.5%), and Ayelet Shaked 

(7.0%). 

 A large majority of those who intend to vote (77.8%) support the incorporation 

of an Arab party or Arab Knesset members into a government coalition (49%), 

or at least support from outside government (28.8%). 

 The most important issues for the Arab public: Violence and crime in Arab 

society (19.1%), economy and jobs (14.8%), Jewish-Arab relations (14.2%), the 

struggle to amend or repeal the Nation State Law (13.3%), and the Palestinian  

Issue (13.3%). 

 In general, the Arab citizens have a positive impression of the State of Israel 

and feel they are  treated equally, but their  sense of belonging to the State  of 

Israel is quite low. 
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One week ahead of the elections: What will be the turnout in 
the Arab public? 

According to the survey findings, 32% of the respondents said they intend to vote on 
Election Day, 26.4% do not intend to vote, and the majority (42%) are undecided. 
The majority of undecided voters (31% in the entire sample) consider positively to 
vote. 
 
By weighting the answers and based on past experience, the turnout of Arab citizens 
on Election Day is expected to be 56%. 
 

 
Will you vote on Election Day? (Entire sample) 

 

 
 

 

The findings indicate a slight increase in the expected turnout of Arab citizens 
compared to the historic low recorded in the April elections (49.2%). In fact, this is a 
return to the average figure (55.4%) that characterized the turnout of Arab voters in 
the decade preceding the establishment of the joint list in the elections for the 20th 
Knesset (2015). 
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Why vote? The main reason for voting among Arab citizens who intend to vote is 
their hope for a better situation in the future (33.0%). Other reasons are the fear of 
weakening Arab representation in the Knesset (18.1%), their desire to exercise their 
right and the civic obligation to vote (13.0%), the belief that voting is an opportunity 
for political influence (10.5%), and voting as an expression of confidence and support 
for Knesset representatives (9.8%). It turns out that the re-establishment of the Joint 
List had little impact on voting considerations: only 5.9% of those who plan to vote 
on Election Day cited it as a consideration which influences their decision to vote. 
 
 

Why vote? (Among those who plan to vote) 

 
 

Why not vote? The main reason for abstaining from voting among those who do not 
intend to vote or are undecided is the abusive attitudes of Jewish politicians towards 
the Arab public (34.0%). Other major reasons are the feeling that there is no party 
that represents the Arab voter (20.6%), lack of interest or little interest in politics 
(19.4%), or principle objection to participation in the Knesset elections (17.8%). 
 
The findings illustrate how offensive rhetoric on the part of the right-wing Jewish 
parties suppresses voting intentions in the Arab public. This finding should be 
attributed to Likud propaganda broadcasts that warns the public from a possible 
"left-Arab government", and possibly the efforts to install cameras at polling stations 
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(poll data were collected before the legislative initiative on cameras was rejected in 
the Knesset). 

 
 

Why not vote? (Among undecided and those who do not plan to vote) 

 
 
 

And what might contribute to a positive change in the future? The question of what 
future political development may contribute to an increase in the participation of 
Arab citizens in elections does not receive a definitive answer: repeal or amendment 
of the Nation State Law (22.5%), open primaries of the Joint List (21.5%), a 
commitment to incorporate an Arab party or Arab MK in the coalition (20.4%), or 
lower the electoral threshold (17.7%)– all these were mentioned as potential 
developments that may increase the turnout of the Arab public in election 
campaigns in the future. 
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What may increase Arab public's turnout in the future? (Entire sample) 

 

 
 
 

Whom will the Arab citizens vote for? 

The Joint List, which was re-established two months before Election Day, will win 
sweeping support from the Arab public in the upcoming elections. Of those planning 
to vote on Election Day, 80.5% indicated that they would vote for the Joint List. 
Other Arab lists that receive support from the Arab public are the "Popular Unity" list 
established by Prof. As’ad Ganem of the University of Haifa (3.3%) and the "Dignity 
and Equality" list (3.1%). 
 
With regard to Jewish parties, the Arab public seems to be reconsidering their path. 
Not surprisingly, and given the fact that the major Jewish parties are waging the vote 
on Jewish voters on the right and in the center, their support among Arab voters is 
likely to decline considerably. According to the survey, only 6.1% of those who 
intend to vote are expected to vote for them, most notably Yisrael Beitenu (“Israel 
our Home”, 1.6%), Blue-White (1.4%), Likud (1.2%) and Shas, the Jewish Ultra-
Orthodox religious party (1.2%). 
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The left of center parties that have traditionally been widely supported by the Arab 
public –Labor and Meretz – are likely to be weakened considerably in the upcoming 
elections, but one should bear in mind that 7.0% of Arab citizens who plan to vote on 
election day have not yet decided to whom will cast their votes. 
 
 

Whom will you vote for? (Among those who plan to vote) 
 

The Joint List 80.5% 

Popular Unity party 3.3% 

Dignity and Equality 3.1% 

Yisrael Beitenu 1.6% 

Blue-White 1.4% 

Likud 1.2% 

Shas 1.2% 

Labor-Gesher 0.5% 

Democratic Camp 0.2% 

Undecided 7.0% 

 

Who is the most qualified candidate to be Prime Minister? 

In the Israeli public at large, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu enjoys an 
advantage over his main rival, Benny Gantz. It turns out that even in the Arab public, 
the incumbent prime minister has been awarded such an appreciation. 
 
The respondents were asked to indicate who they considered the most qualified 
candidate to be prime minister, regardless of whether they like the candidate or not. 
Nearly a quarter of the Arab public (23.6%) believes that Benjamin Netanyahu is the 
right candidate to be the next prime minister. Following him on the list is Ayman 
Odeh (9.9%), and not far behind him – Benny Gantz (9.6%). Next in line are Ehud 
Barak (7.7%) (who was prime minister at the time of the October 2000 events), 
Avigdor Lieberman (7.5%) and Ayelet Shaked (7.0%). 
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Who is the qualified candidate to be Prime Minister? (Entire sample) 
 

Benjamin Netanyahu 23.6% 

Ayman Odeh 9.9% 

Benny Gantz 9.6% 

Ehud Barak 7.7% 

Avigdor Lieberman 7.5% 

Ayelet Shaked 7.0% 

Yair Lapid 6.7% 

Amir Peretz 6.6% 

Nitzan Horowitz 6.4% 

Aryeh Deri 5.3% 

None of the above 9.7% 
 
 
 

 

On the agenda: Affective political partnership, address the 
burning issues  

 

The Arab public strives for political influence. Half (49.0%) of those intending to vote 
on Election Day believe that under the right circumstances, an Arab party should join 
a government coalition. 28.8% believe that Arab parties should not enter the 
government but support it from the outside. Only 12.8% of those who plan to vote in 
the elections maintain that no Arab party should join the government nor support it 
from outside. 
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All survey participants (including those who indicated that they did not intend to 
vote) were asked to indicate what should be the top priority of the Arab public. 
 
The majority of respondents (59.2%) believe that the internal problems of Arab 
society – violence and crime, economy and jobs, poverty and welfare, planning and 
construction – should be at the heart of the political agenda of the Arab public. 
 
27.5% of the respondents cited issues related to the relationship between the Arab 
public and the Jewish majority and state authorities: 14.2% rated the question of 
Jewish-Arab relations as most important, while 13.3% cited the struggle to repeal or 
amend the Nation State Law. 
 
Only 13.3% believe that the Palestinian problem is the most important issue that 
needs to be on the political agenda of the Arab public. 
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Which issues are most important to the Arab public? (Entire sample) 
 

Crime and violence 19.1% 59.2% 
Day to day problems of the 

Arab society 
Economy and jobs 14.8% 

Poverty and welfare 13.1% 

Planning and building 12.2% 

Jewish-Arab relations 14.2% 27.5% 
Arab society relations with the 
Jewish majority and the state 

Repeal or amend the 
Nation State Law 

13.3% 

The Palestinian problem  13.3% 

 
 

General attitudes about daily life in Israel and self-identity  

A large majority of Arab citizens are satisfied with their living standards in the State 
of Israel (71.5%), believe they are generally treated equally as citizens of the state 
(65.2%), and overall have a positive impression of the state (64.7%). 
 
However, their sense of belonging to the state is somewhat low (4 on a scale of 1 - 
10). 
 
These findings reflect the identity dilemma of the Arab public, although from its 
perspective there seems to be no contradiction between national and civilian 
identities. About half of the respondents chose to define themselves with an identity 
that involves a national component (Arab or Palestinian) with a civilian component 
(Israeli). 28.2% chose a pure national identity, while 17.3% chose to define 
themselves as Israelis. 
 

 
Which of the following terms best describes you? (Entire sample) 

 

Israeli Arab 33.5% 49.9% 
National and civil identity Israeli Palestinian 16.3% 

Arab 14.1% 28.2% 
Pure national identity Palestinian 14.1% 

Israeli  17.3 
Civil identity 

Other  4.6% 
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The survey was initiated by the Konrad Adenauer Program for Jewish-Arab 
Cooperation at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African 
Studies, Tel Aviv University, in cooperation with the Israel Office of the German 
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.   
 
The survey was conducted by KEEVOON Research, Strategy & 
Communications headed by Mitchell Barak. Data was collected between 
August 21 and September 8, 2019, via mobile devices  among a representative 
sample of the adult Arab population in Israel (age 18 and above). Sample size 
was 716 respondents (out of 4,500 participants), the margin error is + / - 3.6%. 
 
For details contact: Arik Rudnitzky, 052-2640024 
Konrad Adenauer Program, Moshe Dayan Center, Tel Aviv University 
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