
 1 

Winter Newsletter 2015 

The Arab-Jewish Community Center 
December 2014-Febraury 2015  

 
Greetings friends, 
 
Winter is not a time of hibernation at the Arab-Jewish Community Center where 
weekly activities and events have been continuing in full swing! We have hosted a 
number of amazing special events this winter. We would also like to take this      
opportunity to praise all the hard work being accomplished by our youth groups and 
the many students participating in the center’s extracurricular courses.  
 
With the upcoming elections in Israel, tensions have been running high. We are glad 
that we can provide the community with an apolitical environment to come together 
and learn to respect each other’s cultures and differences of opinions. During this 

election season we are also reminded of the importance of           
democratic practices and values in Israel and the AJCC is proud to 
strengthen Israel’s democratic tradition.  
 
We  hope that our newsletter carries with it the promise of peace and 
that it reassures your confidence that together we can create a 
brighter future for ourselves and for our children.  We pray for peace 
and we look forward to another positive and productive season here 
at the AJCC. 

 
      Ibrahim Abu-Shindi 
    Executive Director of the Arab Jewish Community Center 
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Center Highlights 

Classical! 

The AJCC’s advanced dance company  
performed at the Arison Campus of the Arts on 
February 11th at the 2015 Classical! The event 
featured performances from a number of dance 
troupes  across Tel Aviv-Jaffa. We are so proud of our 
dancers and want to congratulate those who  
received awards for participating in the Israel Ballet 
Excellence Project. Watch their performance on our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/AJCCJaffa. 

Ho-Ho Holiday Season! 

The AJCC hosted a wonderful Christmas Celebration for all 
our Christian members. During the celebration our dedicated 
youth club Yafati distributed gifts to the children, helping 
spread joy , laughter and hope! Holiday season at the AJCC is 
a time for us to reflect on and learn to respect our different 
traditions. Above all it is a time to celebrate together and  
enjoy each other’s different cultures.  

Building up our Center 

Construction of our new Anna Laurie Fischer Library, dance 
studio with a panoramic view of Jaffa and cozy coffee shop 
is making great progress. We are excited about the            
expansion of our center and want to thank Rudi and Claudia 
Fischer, whose generous support made our expansion     
possible. 

 

 

The AJCC was honored to welcome the following guests to the 

center in December– February:  

 

  Mayor  Ron Huldai, Mayor of Tel Aviv-Jaffa   
 
 Delegation from the UJA Federation of New York 
 

Breaking Boundaries 

All three of our choirs, Voices of Peace, Shirana and  
Nitzanim, performed in special  performance art exhibit at 
the Tel Aviv Museum of Art  entitled Mother  Courage Won’t     
Remain Silent: a Chorus for Wartime on December 11. The 
performance incorporated spoken word, singing and      
choreography to create a truly spectacular and powerful 
work of art. 

http://www.facebook.com/AJCCJaffa
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Special Events 

Gymnistrata! 

On February 21st the Arab-Jewish Community Center put on the         
Gymnistrata— an incredible one day sports event, which was 
hosted and sponsored by members of our Youth Parliament      
Program. Over 700 people attended the Gyminstrata, including 
athletes, parents and spectators. There was a beautiful opening 
ceremony and lunch in the gymnasium on the AJCC’s campus. 
Following the ceremony, athletes from across Israel participated 
together in a variety of athletic activities, including break dance, 
body drumming, acro-yoga, theatre movement, drum circles and 
dabke dancing (which is a traditional Palestinian folk dance).      
After the activities teams who participated in each activity gave a 
short performance of what they had learned. Each activity had 
participants from different cities and schools so that there would 
be joint teams of intermixed   athletes.  This meant that athletes 
could meet and get to know their peers from around    Israel. The 
theme of the day was acceptance and teamwork and learning 

to respect one another.  
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Children’s celebrities Yuval HaMevulval and Amu Saber gave a 
total of six incredible performances around the neighborhood 
over the past months.  Their final performance took place on 
January 21st at the Arab-Jewish Community Center where    
1,200 people, including happy kids and their parents gathered 
to see their  favorite celebrities live! It was a celebration of fun, 
games and laughter as local children got to meet their favorite 
stars! Some even came dressed up as their funny heroes.  It was 
an amazing performance and unforgettable day, as Jewish and  
Arab children and parents got to experience each other’s child-
hood celebrities and were able to smile and laugh together 
throughout the day.  We cannot wait until the next time we get 
to host Yuval HaMevulval and Amu Saber at our campus again.  

More Special Events! 

Th

e 

 

Live Performances by 

Yuval HaMevulval & Amu Saber ! 
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Peace Through Play! 

 

Y

Winter Camp! 

 Looking Forward: Please Join our exciting upcoming events! 

 

 March 4:  AJCC’s Annual Purim Festival!  
 

 March 21: Arab Mother’s Day Event  at the AJCC with dinner, stand-up  
        comedy and a live musical performance from Zaman.  
 

 April 1:   Constant Movement:  contemporary dance recital where our modern 
        dance company will be dancing to live music from the AJCC’s rock 
     band, Oriental Rock Ensemble at the Suzanne Dellal Centre.  

This February the AJCC’s Winter Camp welcomed around 250 campers, ages 4-10 

years old. Campers were divided into 8 different groups according to age for a    

variety of fun activities, including art, sports, dance and watching movies on those 

cold rainy days! Alongside these activities, a number of exciting performers came 

to the AJCC to entertain the campers. There were funny circus performances and 

children’s plays and even an exciting fire show! The campers and counselors had a 

blast together this winter and we cannot wait to welcome our spring campers and 

continue the fun!  
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If you have any questions, concerns, ideas or would like to  

donate to the center, please feel free to contact the AJCC at: 

  

info@ajcc-jaffa.org 

109 Kedem Street, Jaffa, 68051  

03-508-0898  

 

For further information check out our website and blog at: 

www.ajccjaffa.wix.com/ajcc  or our Facebook Page at: 

www.facebook.com/AJCCJaffa  

 

Thank you for taking the 

time to read about our  

recent events!  

http://www.facebook.com/AJCCJaffa

