
Mahapach-Taghir 2014 End of Year Update 

The Vision of Mahapach-Taghir is a just and strong 
democratic civil society 

in Israel with equal socio-economic and educational 
opportunities for all 

So... What did we do in 2014?  

 8 communities worked for social change 
 600 youth received educational and social support in Mahapach-Taghir 

Leaning Centers 
 80 women activists worked in collaboration on a local and  
    national level to improve their communities 
 140 students volunteered in Mahapach-Taghir Learning Centers, taking ac-

tive roles in providing educational support to youth and advancing social 
justice 

A little more about us... 

Learning Centers 

The heart of each Mahapach– Taghir community: 600 children in 8 marginalized communities attend an after-school 
program with university students who help with their homework, their social growth and their identity formation.  

Women’s Community Activism 

Each Mahapach-Taghir community is led by a local steering committee of 6-12 women, taking leadership roles in 
their communities. 



Student Activism 
Social Change at Mahapach-Taghir is both an aim and a methodology. Our holistic approach to community  
engagement sees young adults in their academic studies as agents of social change, providing them tools for giving 
educational support to children and training in social activism. 

Activist Seminar Dec ‘14 Community Study Day on Volunteerism. 
Maghar Nov ’14  

 

Second Opportunity 
In March, a group of women activists from Kiryat Yovel traveled to Tamra as part of International Women’s Day to 
share their successes as participants in the Second Opportunity initiative. Second Opportunity started in Kiryat Yovel 
and helped mothers return to the educational system to receive a college degree. After hearing the women’s  
success stories, Tamra women activists were inspired to initiate the program in their own community. This year, the 
women of Tamra Second Opportunity are planning a trip to Kiryat Yovel to learn from gradates of the program. 

Sister, Where Is The Periphery? 

A conference ending a 2 year project on social justice in the  
periphery, implemented in our communities of Maghar and 
Kiryat Shmona. Tel Hai College, February ‘14 

Second Opportunity program alumni from Kiryat Yovel present their 
success  stories to women in Tamra. March ‘14 

 

Bringing Social Justice to the  
Periphery 
2014 closed out a two year program to nurture social 
activism and political awareness in the geographic and 
socioeconomic periphery of Israeli society.  
Traditionally, periphery communities have been  
excluded from the social justice movement in Israel. 
We believe that it is precisely in these marginalized  
communities that sustainable social movements must 
start. The program was piloted in two starkly different 
communities– Maghar, which is a Palestinian village 
whose population includes Muslims, Druze and  
Christians residents, and Kiryat Shmona ,which is a 
mostly Mizrachi, Jewish community. Overcoming 
 differences to bring these two communities together 
to increase political awareness shows the connections 
between different forms of oppression, while also  
forcing us to grapple with the ways our complicated 
identities interact with our political environment. 

Due to their involvement with Second  
Opportunity, 27 women in Kiryat Yovel received 
their college degree. 

Highlights from the Year 



Activist Seminar 
140 students from all over Israel as well as women activist from our 8 communities attended the Mahapach-Taghir 
Activist Seminar in December, 2014. The intensive weekend seminar covered topics ranging from critical pedagogy 
and racism in the classroom, to feminism and community organizing skills. For some, the weekend served  as an  

introduction to Mahapach-Taghir’s holistic model of  social 
change, while for others it was an opportunity deepen their 
understanding  of and share their experiences working with 
Mahapach-Tahghir. Following the seminar, students felt in-
spired to return to their communities and put their new knowl-
edge into practice. Particularly inspiring was the social evening 
after the more formal activities ended. We saw boundaries 
between men and women, students and mothers, Jews and 
Palestinians challenged. Rather than shying away from difficult 
topics, participants shared open and honest  
conversations based on mutual trust and goodwill. For many 
participants this was their first opportunity to spend a chunk of 
time with those they 
considered “the other”. 
This is the first  step 
towards creating a just 
and  shared future.  

Two women activists open the 
seminar. The perspective of 
women from the community gave 
added meaning to the educational 
work of students.  

Emergency Conference During the War 
As a an organization that believes in partnership and a shared future  
between Jews and Palestinians, our work is never easy. However, the war in 
Gaza over the past summer highlighted the racism, violence and hatred  
ingrained in our society. The war further separated and segregated Israeli  
communities and allowed for even less sharing and communication. As a  
response, women activists of Mahapach-Taghir from across the country  
gathered to share and reflect upon the possibility of partnership and solidarity in 
times of war. As women,  overcoming the stigma against leaving their homes 
and cities to meet in a bi-national group speaks volumes to the bravery and  
commitment of these women, but also points to the rise of   
extremism and segregation in Israeli society. As a result of this  
conference, the women wrote a joint statement of reaction to the 
war. They also rededicated themselves to educating children and 
youth in their communities on the dangers of racism and hatred of the 
other.  

 

25 women activists from our 8 communities gathered to share 
and reflect upon possibilities of Jewish-Arab partnership in Israel, 
in the face of war and increased tension and racism, August ‘14 

Through our pain, worry, fear and anger, 
we refuse to be helpless. We are not  
willing to obey orders to be silent, nor will 
we surrender to silencing. We choose to 
speak out our diverse voices, to take a 
stand regarding the separation, racism, 
hate and violence annihilating our routine 
life, particularly in times of war. 
 
We will continue with our activities and 
with dialogues within and between com-
munities. We will continue our struggle for 
the right to life and dignity. As women  
acting together for equality and justice, we 
choose partnership. We choose life. 
 Excerpts from the “Unity  
 Statement” crafted by  
 Mahapach-Taghir women  
 activists (full version can be found 
 on our website)  

We don’t just say ‘Mahapach-Taghir’ and hope things will 
change. We demand and fight for our rights, all of our rights. 
  -Student from Tamra at the Activist Seminar 

140 students at the Activist Seminar, December ’14 



Community Action Days 

Pictures from the year 2014 

Community Action Day 

Florentine, January ‘14  

Community Action Day, 
Tamra, April ’14 

Cleaning and Painting a local kindergarten, 
Maghar April ‘14 

Community campaigning for cleaner streets, 

Kiryat Yovel, March ’14 

Community Celebrations 

Community Volunteer Day, 

 Tira, May ’14 

Tu Bishvat celebration and activity on environmental  
sustainability. 
Yad Eliyahu, January ‘14 



Community Learning 

Start of activity year staff seminar 

Together Against Racism workshop 

Kiryat Shmona, April ’14 

 

Women activists in Yaffat el-Nassera community meet 
with a group of Jewish women from the north 

Women’s University 
Women in Yaffo get to know each other as part 
of their involvement in the Women's University
– a new year long program that provides 
women with the tools to lead social initiatives in 
their communities. 
November ‘14 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM MAHAPACH-TAGHIR. 

This year we affirm our resolve to creating a just,  

democratic and civil society in Israel.  


