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Every year, in the building of Al–Tufula 
Center, a distinctive three-day festival, 
holding a particular title, is held, where 
well-thought and well-organized objectives 
are to be precisely and accurately 
achieved.  
 
Constant stages of preparation are done 
pre, during and post the event, where the 
work begins 4 months before breaking out 
with the direct preparations beside the 
special sessions of the Festival's commit-
tee, a committee composed of Al-Tufula 
staff, caregivers and volunteer women.  
 
Since we moved in our new home, we 
have organized these seven prestigious   
annual festivals: 
 
• 2004- Children's Interna-

tional Day  
• 2005- Blossoming Chil-

dren  
• 2006- Movement and 

Joy  
• 2007- Art and Joy  
• 2008- Magic of Stories  
• 2009- Around the World  
• 2010- Me and My Eyes  
 
 
Parents, children, caregivers 
and the staff’s comments and 
feedbacks all help in perfecting the festi-
vals held in the center every year. Here 
are some on the feedbacks we have re-
ceived from different people of different 
ages and roles contributing to the festival’s 
success. 
 
A 5 year old girl: “I enjoyed the festival a 
lot. I had always asked mom when she will 
take us to Al-Tufula center. She told me 
when the teacher gives us the invitation 
paper. The things I loved the most were 
when we went to the pool of balls and 
when we painted the wall” 
 
A caregiver volunteer: "First of all I am  
 
  

here because I feel home, a place which I really 
love. I was taught in this center and in every fes-
tival I meet all my friends while it's not easy to 
see them elsewhere. Concerning the festival, I 
do believe in supporting collective work between 
children and their parents. I also encourage the 
idea of organizing such programs that we miss in 
our city. It is very nice that I have the opportunity 
to participate in a program that gathers a big 
number of children and parents of our city where 
they are engaged in various pleasurable work-
shops. If God wills, I will not give up being a per-
manent member and participant of Al-Tufula 
Center Festival" 
 
A 6 year old child: “The most beautiful is face 
painting. I was very happy when I became a ti-
ger. I also played with Plasticine and made a   
                               scarcrew. I have been to all  
                               the Worlds and made a lot of  
                               crafts. The Festival was                                              
                               Pretty nice” 
                            Basel, a 10 year old volun- 
                            teer: 
                          “I was a volunteer and I worked  
                          in the cafeteria with Johina. I  
                          brought fresh drinks from the  
                         refrigerator to sell to children. I 
                        was very happy when my mother  
                       allowed me to volunteer in here. 

   I used to visit the Al-Tufula center 
to play but now I was here to help 
which made me feel responsible for  
the cafeteria. Everybody encouraged 

me and told me I was good in volunteering ”  
 
A young woman volunteer: This is my second 
year here as a volunteer and the program is just 
awesome. I love working with children and get-
ting them involved and engaged in activities. I 
volunteered as an organizer of one of the work-
shops. Watching children and parents coming 
and moving from World to World and working 
happily made me really glad. I have volunteered 
a lot in Al-Tufula Center but the most enjoyable 
moments for me were festivals because they are 
different; they gather many people from different 
places and they work together happily.  

Face painting in the  last festival 



  

     

   

   

 

Worlds of the Nature 
This year's festival which addresses 3-9 year old children 
was ready to welcome comers in the afternoons of the 27th 
until the 29th of May to attend its activities, in addition to its 
special books’ exhibition which was also held in the center. 
 
The outcome of this year's Festival "Me and my Eyes", an 
event designed to present children with the Worlds of Na-
ture in which children along with their parents and visitor 
caregivers come to discover each distinctive world impli-
cated in each room, was colorful deferential blocks of na-
ture enriched by green, brown, blue and yellow glamour of: 
 
 
• - Seas and Oceans  
• - Deserts  
• - Woods and Jungles  
• - Space  
• - Rivers and Plains  
• - Earth  
• - Mountains  
 
 

As expected, the goals of "Me and My Eyes" met the goals of the previous festivals, with a specific 
focus directed on:  
 
• Reinforcing communication and relationship between children and parents  
• Reinforcing collective identity  
• Raising parents and caregivers' awareness regarding the importance of activities in develop-

ing the child's different abilities  
• Enriching the children’s environment  and parents’ experience 

 

Timaa, a 7  year old   

child : “I came twice be-

cause I enjoyed all of the  

activities” 

A parent:  “my children 

attend the festival every  

year; it provides us with  

ideas of new activities that 

     can be implemented 

            at home and 

                   school” 

Now the festival gets started; you enter 
Al-Tufula Center but it's not a soulless 
building any more; you don't see walls 
or windows, floors or doors; you only 
see vivid nature everywhere. 
 
Children started their journey in the 
Worlds of Nature from the very deep of 
earth and soil to discover tiny worms 
and ants, going up a little to watery 
lands of sweet rivers and mellow wet 
plains, running through the wilderness  

 of thick jungles and bushy woods before climbing the 
yellowish brown rocks of long-drawn mountains. Not to 
forget diving with dolphins and jellyfish across the five 
oceans of the world and their seas while other little trav-
elers ride camels to the hot sun and sand of deserts and 
take huge shuttles straight to space. 
 
Such a very rich trip could be possible in the four-wall 
rooms owing to the staff and volunteers' efforts to creat-
ing an appropriate decoration which covers each and 
every bit of the rooms. In the destined rooms a great va-
riety of materials were used in decorating, especially  



 scraps, such as cartoon egg-boxes, newspapers and car-
toon of tissue rolls, which stresses the idea of saving and 
protecting environment since the festival is all about worlds of 
nature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Along with their parents and companions, children move over 
seven different Worlds where each world is there for the child 
to discover firstly by the colorful surroundings which used to 
be walls and floors, and secondly by the activity settled and 
applied by two professional caregivers. Two other volunteers 
also help children accomplish their activity while caregivers 
guide children and parents and provide them with the neces-
sary knowledge about the world they are living at the entry 
and during the activity. An additional young woman takes her 
place at the entrance of the world as an usher.  

Children making worms out of cartoon egg-boxes 
And paint in Earth 

Although the worlds are similar in their reference to nature, 
activities applied in each were different and distinctive. To 
begin with, in Seas and Oceans children were exposed to fair 
clear skies and dark deep blue waters stuffed with water 
transportation like ships and boats and water creatures of 
fishes, octopuses ,green swinging marine plants and sea 
stars which vary in colour, shape and size. 
 
With the help of the caregivers, volunteers and not to forget 
parents, children of different ages could create fish of differ-
ent tools and fish-aquariums of plastic bottles.  
 

The idea of using recycled materials as means of protecting 
environment is once again adopted not only in decoration but 
also in the final products of the activity.  
 
  

The girl’s final product of Seas and Oceans is a  
fish-aquarium made of recycled plastic bottle  

Sailing to shores, children experience a dif-
ferent kind of a wet world of Rivers and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plains. In a similar way the room was trans-
formed into natural green and blue where 
children met with living creatures and plants 
of the two worlds.  
 
Part of the participants chose to form their 
own creatures out of Plasticine while others 
preferred making a scarecrow with the pro-
vided material of used texture, straws, 
sticks that vary in colour, in addition to 
many other decorative tools that were used 
in all of the worlds.  
 
Somewhere else, in Earth, kids turned used 
plastic glasses and egg boxes into worms, 
ants, spiders and other creatures of the va-
riety which was introduced to them in Earth. 

 
 

  

 

   Using Plasticine with the help  
   of one of the volunteers  



Outdoors, on the other side of A-Tufula building, busy 
children were engaged in painting their woods on the 
wall where an artist was there to help them do so.  
 
Meanwhile, younger participants were involved in a 
simpler kind of workshops that prompt children and 
challenge their imagination in making a sample of 
Woods and Jungles out of scraps such as newspa-
pers, used cartoons and others. 
 
Coming back indoors, one big room was fixed to wel-
come the world of Mountains where Rawheia Nab-
wani, a movement specialist for Early Childhood, 
greeted the children with the four-sided rocky walls.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This world was greatly welcomed by kids not only 
because of its high adventurous mountains but also 
because of its highly motivating, creative and exotic 
idea of climbing mountains using imagination, body 
and climbing equipments of shawls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children of different ages were able to accomplish 
their mission of climbing large rocks to reach the top 
and make their dream comes true. 
 
Concerning this world Rawheia says: "I really en-
joyed this activity since all children were happy and 
highly motivated   

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many children came back again and again to ex-
perience climbing with loud, quiet, fast or slow mu-
sic depending on how easy or hard the mission to 
accomplish was.  
 
Children were exposed to many kinds and shapes 
of rocks where climbing a round rock differed from 
climbing straight, square or deformed rocks. Con-
cerning the aims of the activities done in here, they 
vary from widening the kids' horizons, using their 
imagination in a very innovative way that they have 
never experienced before, to moving their arms, 
legs and the whole body according to the music 
rhythm they are listening to and helping each 
other, which increases their awareness regarding 
the benefits of team work" 

 
 
 
 
.  
 

         

         A 9 year old child says: “I enjoyed 
              Mountains because it involved  
                             dancing”  

    

  Alla and A’laa, an 8 year brother  

   and sister: “We are very happy, 

       we loved the face-painting 

         Activity” 

 

 

                      

                 A parent: “the 

             children’s smiles and 

           laughter make us enjoy  

         these activities” 

 

 



Similarly, "Nashma and Jasem" story was told in-
doors to discover the outer desert life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here, Nashma is a name of a little girl who lives in 
desert with her family and Jasem, the camel, the 
ship of the desert. The storytellers costumed in Bed-
ouin's black and sand-colour traditional Palestinian 
dress housed a Bedouin black tent patched with 
pieces of sackcloth and floored with traditional 
stripped carpets. The house was decorated with in-
struments and tools Bedouins use in their traditional 
interesting lifestyle. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The costume, carpets, dresses, Mahbaj, traditional 
coffee roast machine, Bedouin coal stove, copper 
coffee kettles were all just suitable to the atmos-
phere that the story implements where children with 
the storytellers' Bedouin accent and terminology 
moved to a lively tent in the middle of the desert. 

 
 

The children having their Bedouin experience while the 
storytellers embodying characters 

 Such a cultural engagement added a lot to the 
participants' experience in a very funny way of tell-
ing a children's story.  
 

Finally, little travelers launched to Space to un-
cover the spatial black coat of sparkling stars and 
shiny planets and created their own samples of 
spatial objects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A play house was located outside for the kids to 
have their free time the way they wish ;so young 
and younger children went home with smiling lips, 
joyful spirit and painted faces illustrating the seven 
worlds' creatures. 
                                           Written by: Manar Awawdi 
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                                 Special Thanks  

                                  To 
       Save The Children, USA 

       Local Businesses 

       Al Tufula Volunteers,  
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                   Your support is appreciated 
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         Branch No. 627 
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