
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let's Meet Through Art is a cross-cultural art education program, aimed at 
creating creative mutual cultural learning and dialogue through ART, between 
neighboring but different cultural communities.  Let's Meet is a new and 
unique collaborative program that brings together Bedouin and Jewish children 
from neighboring communities in the Negev, through joint art activities in 
museums representing both cultures.  
 

Although Jewish and Bedouin children live in neighboring communities in the Negev 
Desert, they rarely meet, know little about each other's life and culture. and their views 
of each other are usually tainted by negative stereotypes. "Let's meet offers them 
shared creative experiences that open channels for communication, understanding and 
mutual respect between them in an enjoyable and inspiring way.  
By engaging In joint art activities that refer to commonissues from their heritage, and 
by expressing themselves through their own artwork, the children from the two 
different communities build cultural bridges and relationships. 
 

The Mitveh Center for Promoting the Arts in Education, Israel .  initiated, 
developed and organizes this two-tiered arts education program, in which children 
from both communities together visit, view, create and discuss art in two museums 
representing their cultures: The Tel Aviv Museum of Art  and The Museum for 
Bedouin Culture  at The Jo Alon Center in Lahav, the Negev.  
2011-12 Participants: The (Bedouin) Community Center of Rahat Town and The 
Nitzanei Hanegev (Jewish) Elementary School at Beit Kama. 
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This Mitveh program receives suport from the USA Embassy, Tel Aviv, The Tel Aviv Museum 
of Art, The Bnei Shimon Council, The Rahat Community Center & The Jo Alon Center. 

 



 

  

Program Rationale  

Art is the most significant way in which cultures express themselves. Art is an 

effective universal language that can be used to cross cultural barriers. In this 

program children of different cultures and languages learn about each other thru 

art and experience art together while creating and sharing ideas with each other. 

Despite being neighbors, Jewish and Bedouin children in the South of Israel do not 

have many opportunities to meet, and are unfamiliar with each other's culture. 

Completely different surroudings, language bariers, cultural and economic differences 

have created stereotypes within them about each other that allianate societies.  The 

"Let's Meet Through Art" program presents a new approach. In this program they 

participate in cross-cultural dialogue and mutual learning that is based on the universal 

language of art and on common artistic and creative experiences. 

Art as Bridge for Cultural Understanding 

Art is the most significant way in which cultures express themselves. 

Learning about your own culture through art is a srong srtarting point 

for opening yourself to learning about the other one's culture as well.  

In the "Let's Meet" program, by participating in joint art activities at the two museums, 

each with its different cultural subject matter portraying one of the two cultures: in Tel 

Aviv the Hebrew culture and at Jo Alon the Bedouin culture – the Bedouin and Jewish 

children have an opportunity to meet each other in completely different, atractive and 

artistic  surroundings, taken from and about each other's and own culture. 

In the joint art sessions the children create their own artwork, using modern 

techniques, materials and forms of expression stemming from their respective cultural 

traditions. By engaging in joint art activities that refer not only to the differences 

between them but to common issues from their heritage. They make connections 

between Jewish and Bedouin traditions and discuss artwork and crafts originating from 

both cultures. This helps them overcome pre-conceived stereotypes and fosters 

understanding and respect of each others’ cultural heritage and traditions, while 

strengthening their own community’s heritage. 

Art as a means for Dialogue  
 
Art is an effective universal language that can be used to cross cultural barriers. A joint 

creative process in art creates entusiasm  for forming  mutual expression and dialogue. 

In this program the universal qualities of the language of Art are used to form a bridge 

for communication. An important part of the program is devoted to the dialogue 

between the children that occurs during the creative process 

In the "Let's Meet Through Art" program the children learn about each other through 

art, experience art together, create and share their own artwork with each other. By 

creating art together the children explore each others’ heritage in an enjoyable, 

creative manner. And by expressing themselves through their own artwork the children 

from the two different communities build cultural bridges and positive attitudes 

towards each other. 
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Program Goals and Objectives 

Through art "Let's Meet " aims to: 

 Create a dialogue between children from neighbouring communities who speak 

different languages semantically (Hebrew-Arabic) and culturally (Jewish- Bedouin). 

 Offer cross-cultural activities for a mixed group of Bedouin and Jewish children in 

order to help them overcome pre-conceived stereotypes about each other. 

 Help find common links and connections between two different heritages, through 

a process of mutual study, giving both cultures their own unique platform. 

 Foster understanding and respect of each others’ cultural heritage and traditions, 

while strengthening their own community’s heritage. 

 Create an educational  model of working within the arts, which will offer educators 

support, creative tools and an inspiring educational path that will lead towards 

working together to create mutual learning, better feelings and an understanding 

between the two neighbouring commumities of diverse cultures. 

 

Program Structure & Activities  

The program consists of a series of 10 to 12 sessions during the school year. 8-

10 sessions are devoted to looking at art at the museums' galleries and creating 

art at their workshops. 2 session are devoted to meeting each other - children 

and parents from both groups. The art sessions conclude with a joint art 

exhibition of the children’s artwork which will take place in the communities. 

 Subject Matter / The Museum and art sessions’ subject matter consists of issues 

common to the cultural heritage of both groups, such as: home, family, the life-

cycle, work, stories and fables, play, dreams, traditional artifacts and designs, nature, 

scenery, animals and food. These issues are a starting point for mutual cultural 

learning and personal interaction. The children create art together and explore each 

others’ heritage in an enjoyable, creative manner, making connections between 

Jewish and Bedouin traditions and discussing artwork and crafts originating from 

both cultures. 

 Art Techniques / In the joint art sessions the children create their own artwork, 

using modern techniques, materials and forms of expression stemming from their 

respective cultural traditions. They may engage in painting, drawing, sculpting, 

colage, printmaking or photography. 

 The Participants / Mixed groups of Jewish and Bedouin children, boys and girls 

from neighboring communities (24 per group) ages 10 to 11. The children's parents 

and community members are invited to special parts of the program. 

 Educational Staff / A special group of educators from both participating education 

institutions, Bedouin and Jewish, is chosen and trained, including a Hebrew–Arabic 

translator. Mitveh's professional staff accompanies all activities.  

 The Locations / Art sessions take place at the participating museums: The Tel 

Aviv Museum of Art and The Museum for Bedouin Culture at The Jo Alon Center, 

Lahav. The communities (Rahat & Beit Kama) host further meetings and initiatives, 

including the final exhibition. 
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A Unique Format and Opportunity  

Despite being neighbors, language bariers, cultural and economic differences have 

created stereotypes within Bedouin and Jewish communities that allianate these 

societies. "Let's Meet" Program offers them a new creative educational approach: 

creating new partnerships & mutual respect between them using Art as a universal 

language and  a mutual cultural  learning dialogue.   

This museum-based program provides a special learning experience in art which these 

children are not usually exposed to: direct access to rich art and cultural collections, 

workshops and professional guidance at the museums throughout the program. The 

art sessions conclude with a joint art exhibition of the children’s artwork. 

 

The program provides new artistic and creative teaching tools for the educational 

institutions and staff accompanying the children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Unique Collaboration 

Program initiator and organizer / This innovative cross-cultural dialogue thru art is 

initiated, developed and organized by The Mitveh Center  for Promoting the 

Arts in Education in Israel.  

Program Partners / For this program Mitveh has formed a new and unique 

collaboration between two museums: The Tel Aviv Museum of Art  and The 

Museum for Bedouin Culture  at The Jo Alon Center in the Negev (Lahav).  

The program creates collaborations between neighboring education institutions, Jewish 

and Bedouin, involving their educational staff, children and parents: The (Bedouin) 

Community Center of Rahat Town and Nitzanei Hanegev (Jewish) Elementary 

School at Beit Kama.  

The program has received additional enthusistec support from the Jo Alon 

Organization and the local Council of Bnei-Shim'on. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

In order to obtain its objectives and to reach the best results , the "Let's Meet" program 
has planned seven main levels of action: 

Professional advice / Advice for planning the program is sought after from 

professionals in the fields of Bedouin culture, Israeli art , art and museum education 

and cross-cultural learning. The program is being advised professionally by Dr. 

Muhamed El-Hamamda and Orna Goren, both well-known specialists on the culture 

of the Bedouins. 

Staff involvment and training  / The eductional staff is trained to take part in 
planning as well as executing the program, is asked to collect reflective  information 
from the children and parents and  is asked to convvey their own thoughts and  ideas 
about the activities throughout the program. Staff meetings are scheduled to take 
place before, during and after the year"s program 

Child and Parent reflective feedback / The children participating in the program and 
their parents are asked to convey their thoughts and ideas about the activities, and to 
fill  a reflective form of album about their experiences throughout the program. 

Qualitive and quantitive evaluation / Professional evaluation is sought after, 
including a joint evaluation project with the Szold Institute. 

Documentation / The whole program's process and activities are documented. 
Documentation includes still and video photography. 

Final Exhibiton / At the end of the year an exhibition is planned to take place, 
portraying both process and artwork accomplished by theparticipants. 

Conference - Workshop /  At the end of the year's program a workshop or confrence 
is planned, aiming  to share the knowledge aquired from the process and outcomes of 
"Let's Meet" and to develop a model for using art in cross- cultural programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Sustainability 

The "Let's Meet" program is based on a partnership formed between art, 

museum, community and educational institutions who have a common 

goal: creating cross-cultural dialogue, and are willing to invest their own 

resources in order to participate in the program. The staff of the 

program are dedicated to its goals and ideology with a long-term 

attitude. Mitveh's long term efforts include creating tools and passing on 

knowledge to the educational partners in order to give the "let's Meet" 

program an independent life in their hands in the future.  
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"Let’s Meet" Through Art in Diverse Settings 
 
The Let's Meet Program is based on a broad model developed by Mitveh for 

cross-cultural dialogue and learning through art. The model is formed around two 

main aspects of the field of art, which offer innovative and universal educational tools 

for communication, expression and cultural learning: 

The Language of Art: Art expression has its' own life which goes beyond words, and 

which communicates directly without words. In this program the universal qualities of 

the language of Art are used to form a bridge for communication . 

The Creative Artistic Process: An important part of the program is devoted to the 

dialogue between the children that occurs during the creative process.   

The program can be implemented in other settings and can be designed to engage 

children from diverse communities and cultural backgrounds. The program can refer to 

the heritage of various cultural groups, minority and immigrants groups, and help bring 

them get together to learn about each other throughout Israel.    

 

 
 

 

The Mitveh Center for Promoting the Arts in Education in Israel  

MITVEH  is a new not-for-profit organization established in Jerusalem by artists, 

academics and educators, for the purpose of providing a professional platform for 

promoting the arts in education in Israel.  

Mitveh, meaning "A Guideline for an Idea" in Hebrew, is dedicated to advancing 

creative and effective teaching and learning processes in all art forms, and in a wide 

range of educational contexts and issues.  

MITVEH's work is aimed towards using the language of art to enhance learning skills, 

creativity and higher level thinking abilities, as well as personal and cultural sensitivity 

and social awareness. 

MITVEH is developing a comprehensive center for educational work in the arts 

addressing the needs of professionals, educators, artists and education institutions, 

offering resources and guidance, a dynamic platform for exchange of knowledge, 

performances and exhibitions, thus helping to meet the challenges of Israel's diverse 

society in the 21st century. 

 

For further information and for your support please contact: 
Daphna Guttman, Director 

MITVEH Center for Promoting the Arts in Education, Israel 

Phone  972-2-650-5105 /   Daphnag@mitveh.org.il  

6 

mailto:Daphnag@mitveh.org.il

