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The Moshe Dayan Center for
Middle Eastern and African Studies

The Konrad Adenauer Program for Jewish-Arab Cooperation

NEGEV BEDOUIN SOCIETY IN A CHANGING REALITY

Wednesday, March 28, 2012, between 16:00 and 20:00
Hoffein Auditorium (Room 105), Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University

For more than a decade, state agencies have been working to legalize Bedouin settlement
in the Negev and resolve one of the most controversial and emotionally-laden issues
involving the State and Bedouin society: the issue of ownership of the Negev lands. At the
heart of this dispute are 45 Bedouin villages in the Negev whose municipal status has not
received official recognition or basic state services since the State was established in 1948,
and as a result have become known as “unrecognized villages.” In 2004, the government
established the Abu-Basma Regional Council, through which nine of these villages were
awarded official recognition. In early 2009, the government approved the principles of the
Goldberg Committee Report. At the base of the committee’s recommendations to the
government to legalize Bedouin settlements in the Negev, was its proposal “to recognize
the existing unrecognized villages to the greatest extent possible, and award them legal
status.”

Last year, a fierce dispute erupted between state agencies and the Negev Bedouins in
response to a September 2011 government resolution to adopt the main points of the
Prawer Committee Report (a team appointed to implement the Goldberg Committee
recommendations). Among other propositions, the report recommended the relocation of
30,000 Bedouin residents of unrecognized villages to existing Bedouin villages in the
Negev such as Rahat, Kseifa, and Hora, and pay appropriate financial compensation to the
relocated residents. The Negev Bedouin gave the Prawer Report a frosty reception, and
representatives of the Bedouin community went so far as to argue that “This is a
declaration of war against the Bedouins.” The Bedouin community’s bitter criticism against
the government’s decision indicates that a resolution of the contested issues is a long way
off.

This situation is flamed by the internal debate in Bedouin society over the natural rights of
the Bedouins as an indigenous group, a debate that has increased in intensity in recent
years. The Bedouins’ “rights discourse,” which is no doubt part of the broader debate
sweeping through the Arab population of Israel, is grounded in their aspiration to improve
the civil and national status of Arabs in Israel in general, and the status of Negev Bedouins
in particular. Several years ago, organizations that represent the Bedouin population
petitioned the UN’s Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to receive international
recognition of the Bedouins’ status as an “indigenous people.” The reasons cited by the
Bedouins included a nomadic lifestyle, distinct traditional culture, and extended,
continuous habitation in areas of the Negev under traditional ownership that is not
necessarily recognized by Israeli law.



The aim of this conference is to discuss the changes in Negev Bedouin society that affect
and shape this community’s collective consciousness, and to discuss the ramifications of
these changes in consciousness on the relationship between the State and the Bedouins, as
it is expressed in Negev land and planning issues.

The Conference will address the following questions, and others:

e What are the factors that affect the consolidation of national identity and
indigenous awareness in Negev Bedouin society?

e How did the rights discourse develop in Bedouin society and how does it affect
positions on land ownership?

e How has the Arab Spring that occurred in the Middle East last year affected the
patterns of civil protest employed by the Negev Bedouins in demanding their rights
from the State?

e What contribution has the Islamic Movement in the Negev made to the
development of Bedouin society’s collective identity?

e What is the State’s position on the Negev land issue?

e What are the possible resolutions to the existing dispute between the State and the
residents of the unrecognized Bedouin villages, over land ownership and planning
in the Negev?

Please RSVP at: Tel.: 972-3-6409991; Fax: 972-3-6406046, E-mail: arabpol@post.tau.ac.il




