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1. A Family Business/Odeya Geulayov 

In 2016, after working for a decade, on and off, as a video editor on TV, Odeya, a 40-year-old 

woman, tries to tackle the question that has been troubling her, her entire working life – should she 

go back to work with her father in his bra business. Using humor, the film will document her slow 

and hesitant return to the family business and her attempt to make a real economic change for 

herself and her family and to salvage what is left of the business. 

Odeya is the daughter of Esther and Yitzhak Gauliov from the Bukharan community in Israel, who 

are the owners of a bras import and sales company, established 65 years ago. She used to be a 

professional dancer and worked in the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater in New York. She has a BA in 

sociology and anthropology from the Tel Aviv University and she graduated the Camera Obscura 

Film School in Tel Aviv.  

 

2. Angel of Death/Yifat Makbi  

Dr. Miki Berkowitz (62) is a woman full of life; she loves to dance, eat, smoke and laugh. But as fate 

would have it, every morning for the past 20 years she gets up and goes to run the hospice at the 

Tel Hashomer hospital, which is, seemingly, one of the saddest places on earth. Berkowitz is a 

colorful lady, who goes to work every day hand in hand with the angel of death. 

Yifat graduated both the Minshar and the Camera Obscura film schools in Tel Aviv. She is the 

founder of a production company that creates historical documentaries. Her latest narrative 

feature film "Inertia" was selected to the 2015 Haifa Film Festival and the 2016 Berlin Film 

Festival and is scheduled to be theatrically released in Israel during 2016.  

 

3. Concrete Ceiling/Samah Bsoul  

Every year the Arab community in Israel loses several of its sons due to accidents in the 

construction industry. The victims are mostly young men, who leave young and grieving widows 

behind them. From the minute they are given the title "widow", these women enter a turbulent 

period and must live by new rules. Firstly, they become the sole providers, responsible for the 

children. Secondly, they may re-marry. But they may also be under social scrutiny or just the 

opposite – gain independence and flourish. After every accident an investigation commences, and 

this in itself can be nerve-wracking for the widows and frustrating too – since in many cases these 

investigations don't lead to anything. In the film we will meet these widows, who are victims as 

well. These women aren't first in line to receive empathy for their loss. Normally people think first 

about the children, then about the loss of the man, so they are last on the empathy chain. The film 

will shed light on these women's status, their bereavement, the investigations and the new lives 

they must adapt to.   

Samah is a Muslim Palestinian-Israeli, who lives in the village of Reine in the Galilee. She is 

completing her MFA in Film at the Haifa University and works at I'lam – the Arab Center for 

Media Freedom Development and Research.  
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4. Dad, the Quiet and the Buzzing of the Bees/Adva Ofir 

"This is the story of a family of farmers, a dying generation in Israel. Ishai (my Grandfather), Tzivka 

(my Father) and Eyal (my uncle) are all beekeepers. The film will be shot and told from my point of 

view and will follow all three through their work cycle, which is also the cycle of nature, as the 

farming industry in Israel deteriorates. Out of my fear of losing our connection to the land and my 

family's agricultural heritage, I have chosen to document and preserve what may soon disappear." 

Adva lives in the village of Alon HaGalil in the lower Galilee. She is the fourth generation of a 

family of farmers from the North of Israel. Adva has a BA in social work from the Tel Hai College 

and she graduated the video-therapy course at the Ma'ale Film School in Jerusalem. She is 

currently studying for her MFA in film at the Tel Aviv University. 

 

5. Economic Remnants/Hadass Dissen  

"My film will be filled with humor, devoid of any lamentations. This is how things are, and we'll deal 

with them with a smile on our faces; or so I tell myself, when I imagine my film, which will follow 

the matchmaking process of female widows in the National Religious community in Israel. 

Hadass is a National Religious Jew, who lives in Talmon, an Israeli settlement in the West Bank. 

She graduated the Ma'ale Film School in Jerusalem. She is a widow and mother of four. 

 

6. Gaze/Tehila Ra'anan Frenkel  

"We all have a relationship with God", says Iris, a Mikveh (Jewish ritual bath) lady. Every woman 

who attends the Mikveh faces herself, as well as the gaze of the Mikveh lady and that of God.  

They must face their own distress, expectations, frustrations, traumas and disabilities. Each woman 

has her own story and a soul; and a body. This body will receive a compassionate gaze in the 

Mikveh. And each soul, I hope, will find conciliation and peace." 

Tehila is a National Religious Jews, who lives in Alon Shvut, an Israeli settlement southwest of 

Jerusalem. She is a cinematographer and editor, who graduated the Ma'ale Film School in 

Jerusalem. Her final project, a film titled "Wall. Crack. Tear", won the Jerusalem Fund Award and 

the Rabinovitch Foundation Award. 

 

7. I'm Not Just a Plane/Rozeen Bsharat  

This film follows the stories of two women – from similar backgrounds, but different generations. 

One is Theresa Halsa, one of the hijackers of the Sabena Flight 571; the other is Rozeen, the 

filmmaker, who played Theresa's character in a film on the subject. Together they present an 

absurd portrait of the impossible identity issues of the Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

Rozeen is a Christian Palestinian Israeli, who lives in Jaffa. She graduated the Tel Aviv University 

Film School. Rozeen worked as script supervisor on the film "Self Made" by Shira Geffen and was 

personal assistant to director Eran Kolirin on his film "Dancing Arabs". 
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8. Tales from the Hairdressing Salon/Bruria Pasternak  

This is the story of Vera, a Russian immigrant, widow and a former theater star and wife of a 

Russian oligarch. In Israel she is a hairdresser by day and a photography artist by night, all in her 

small salon in an immigrants' quarter in a small town in the center of the country. Vera transforms 

her clients into characters taken from art history. A Russian theater director who is in love with her 

tries to lure her back to Russia by writing a one person show for her, but her son, who is an Olympic 

swimmer, is keeping her here for now.  

Bruria is a veteran multidisciplinary artist, who grew up in the Ultra-Orthodox society and left 

religion. She has showcased her work Israel, Europe, the USA, Mexico and Japan and teaches 

modern art. 

 

9. The Hijab/Samah Wattad  

"I've been wearing a hijab since the age of 15. I remember the surprised look on my father's face 

when I told him I was going to cover my head. He said to me, "it is your decision, but once you've 

made it, there's no going back." In my film I would like to examine the issue of Arab women 

covering their heads. Most of them don't even understand the essence of wearing a hijab. In the 

more traditional villages, the hijab, which is supposed to point to a certain level of piety, has 

become more of a social norm, thus going against the very essence of what it should mean. My film 

will examine this issue and will give voice to those women who have chosen not to wear a hijab, as 

well as to those who decided to wear it and then changed their minds and took it off." 

Samah is a Muslim Palestinian Israeli, who lives in the village of Jatt in the Triangle area of Haifa 

District. She is currently completing her BA in Media and Sociology in the Oranim College, where 

she produced a film titled "Palestinian?" 

  

10. Victor's Curse/Meirav Haddad  

"This is a personal journey following a family curse that kills young people in the family who are 

named Victor. Accompanied by my two bitter sisters and a humoristic view of the world, I will go 

searching for the root of this curse, which might force my family and me to finally deal with the 

death of my eldest brother due to a drug overdose."  

Meirav was born in the development town of Shlomi in the north of Israel, the youngest of five 

siblings. She was an officer in the army, as well as in the police force. She is currently a content 

editor in Keshet TV. She graduated the Sam Spiegel Film School in Jerusalem.  

 

11. Victoria/Lydia Ginzburg  

This film will document the end of the career of Victoria, an admired teacher at a boarding school in 

Israel, totally committed to each of her students. This is her last year at the school. Her students 

need her and the pedagogical team values her work, but no one is willing to take it on and continue 

to use her unique methods. Exhausted from the daily struggles, Victoria sets out on one last battle 

to cut herself off from her work as an educator, to which she dedicated her life. Will she succeed? 

Lydia was born in the former USSR and made Aliyah in 1990. She lives in Jerusalem. She has an 

MA in social anthropology from the Hebrew University and an MFA in film from the Tel Aviv 

University. 
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12. Who Distinguishes (HaMavdil)/Tzipi Huri  

This is a film about a place - the place of Rabbi Hacham David Menachem in Israeli society today (a 

Rabbi, a Sephardic Jew, an interfaith activist, a musician, an artist, a Facebook figure); about the 

place he is searching for (a synagogue, an understanding community, a proper school for his eldest 

daughter); and about HaMakom (Hebrew for place and also a name for God). This film will speak of 

the conflicts facing believers of all faiths, through the story of this unique individual, a young Rabbi 

from Jerusalem, full of inner contradictions, who is searching for a physical and spiritual home.  

It is a film about a man, who deals with removing barriers and tries to live a life of "both, and".  

Tzipi is a religious Jew, who graduated the Ma'ale Film School in Jerusalem. She is the owner of 

"Filter Productions" and is also a graduate of Elul, a Jewish and Torah house of learning, which 

uses traditional and modern Jewish texts to create pluralistic dialogues in a Beit Midrash style 

that are relevant and current. 

 

13. When I Grow Up/Irit Sharvit  

The film tells the story of a woman who on her 39th birthday still hasn't decided whether she wants 

to have children. Her biological clock motivates her to set out on a journey to face the ambivalent 

voices inside her. She meets with women, who represent a range of attitudes towards femininity 

and motherhood: from the "witch" who doesn't want children all the way to a woman who has 

chosen motherhood above all else. Through these meetings, she uncovers her inner contradictions 

and childhood patterns and while trying to discover what she really wants, she must also deal with 

her own mother and her partner. Will she find an answer in time? 

Irit is a cinematographer and director. She graduated the Tel Aviv University Film School.  

She directed and shot a film titled "Tokyo Dream" about four women, who are working as hosts 

in exclusive night clubs in Tokyo; and "Yael-Sun", about an Israeli woman who lived for 17 years 

in a temple in Japan. She is a film teacher in Lahav Association's social-cinematic film projects for 

at risk youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


