
 
 

 

                                                                                               
 

                                                                              

Greenhouse Program for Jewish and Arab Women Documentary Filmmakers 
First Seminar July 17-21 2016 

Haifa, Israel 
 

The first of three seminars of NFCT's Greenhouse program for the development of 
documentary films by Jewish and Arab women filmmakers in Israel ended successfully on 
Thursday, July 21, 2016. 
 
13 participants from all over the country came together to work on projects in a broad array 
of subjects, such as: the hospice at the Tel Hashomer hospital in Israel, where dying patients 
come to spend their last days and the female doctor, who bravely runs the place; the social 
meaning of the Hijab – the woman's head cover – within the Muslim society in Israel, from 
the point of view of the filmmaker, who herself has been wearing a hijab for 10 years, but is 
unsure whether she wants to continue; Rabbi David Menachem, a Jewish spiritual leader and 
gifted musician, who manages to bring together people from different communities and 
religions through his unique character and talent and now wishes to create a unique 
community that fits his way of life; exiled Israeli-Palestinian Teresa Halasa, who participated 
in the kidnapping of the Sabena flight and the unique relationships that develops between 
her and the filmmaker, who portrays her character in an Israeli film that re-creates this 
dramatic event; three generations in a family of beekeepers in the North of Israel – a 
disappearing occupation that deals with a disappearing breed of animal; and more.  
 
Over the course of five intensive days, the filmmakers worked with the program's team and 
three mentors – all prominent filmmakers in Israel - Anat Zuria, Ibtisam Mara'ana-Menuhin 
and Vidi Bilu. Each mentor worked with 4 - 5 of the filmmakers – in groups and in one-on-one 
sessions. During these sessions the filmmakers refined their films' concepts and focus, 
worked on the development of their characters and honed the cinematic language of their 
films.  
 
On the seminar's first day, the participants met the team and each other. Sigal Yehuda, 
Greenhouse Women's Director, presented the program's yearly plan, its goals and the 
international Greenhouse project, on which the local program is based.  
 
 



 
 

 

                                                                                               
 

The filmmakers also participated in lectures by Yair Lev, Greenhouse's Head of Studies; Anat 
Zuria, who gave a lecture on research for documentary films; and Ibtisam Mara'ana-
Menuhin, who gave a lecture about the written proposal. The filmmakers participated in a 
fascinating master class with leading Israeli filmmaker, Michal Aviad and watched two of her 
films: Jenny and Jenny and Dimona Twist, which recently premiered at the Jerusalem 
International Film Festival and won the Best Documentary Award! Michal shared her 
fascinating filmmaking process with the filmmakers, discussed her research techniques and 
her relationship with her protagonists. 
 
On the seminar's final day, each of the participating filmmakers presented her project in 
front of the program's team and the other filmmakers, and received feedback on her film 
and her presentation.  
At the end of the seminar, each filmmaker received a set of assignments to work on and 
complete in time for the next seminar, which will take place in November 2016. 
 
Attached, please find the full list of the participating projects. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all the filmmakers the best of luck with their 
important projects and thank our kind partners for their continued support of this program! 
 
Greenhouse Women Team, the New Fund for Cinema and Television. 
 
 
 

       
 


