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Center for Intergroup Understanding (CIU) 

The Galilee Foundation for Value Education has established the Center for Intergroup Understanding 
(CIU) to consolidate more than twenty years' experience in this vital area together with the 
experience of others in the field.   The CIU will bring a new focus to promoting intergroup 
understanding, becoming the lead infrastructure body facilitating further positive change in this area 
together with its partners in the field and in academia. 

What is at issue? 
The State of Israel, defining itself as a Jewish & Democratic State, 

brings with it its own challenges. We see the lack of pluralism, open 

and safe discussion and real listening between the different groups in 

society. In addition, relations between Arabs and Jews in the State of 

Israel exist in the shadow of the ongoing violent conflict which has 

continued for more than one hundred years. 

This conflict is expressed uniquely in the Galilee: on the one hand, 

Galilee Jews and Arabs often interact with each other in the areas of 

the economy, leisure, sports and so on.  On the other hand, there is a 

dissonance between the two groups who lack real understanding of the components of each other’s 

identity, and display a variety of prejudices and racist attitudes; there is almost no discourse between the 

two groups on these matters. 

Why should we be bothered? 
As well as being highly damaging to the democratic ethos of Israel, if we don’t learn to live together in a 

shared society, the time bomb risking both our democracy and security is liable to explode during any 

political crisis.1 

Nevertheless fear of “the other” is counterbalanced by a strong desire on both sides for shared living; a 

majority of Arabs and a majority of Jews believe in a shared society, accept the state in its pre-1967 

borders as the arena for their relations, feel Israel is a good place to live, are committed to democracy as 

a mechanism for managing their mutual relations, and agree that civil equality is the basis for coexistence 

and an important state goal. 

Our beliefs 
 Educational activities can play a role in changing individuals' perception of "the other," changing 

the social reality for the better. This is best achieved through direct personal encounter: as one of 
our participants put it, "bringing people together with the sole purpose of being friends and 
establishing relationships." 

 Both self-knowledge and knowledge of "the other" are pre-requisites to successful encounters 
building the capability of listening to “the other.” 

                                                             

1
 Hermann, T. et al (2013), The Israeli Democracy Index 2013, The Israel Democracy Institute. 

The Galilee Foundation for 

Value Education’s central 

mission is to use informal 

education methods to build the 

Galilee as a model of pluralistic, 

shared society. The activities of 

the Foundation deal with 

bridging major fault lines in 

Israeli society in a number of 

imaginative ways. 
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 People need to accept that issues are complex and there is nothing to be gained by attempts to 
simplify them into slogans, leading to the realization that such complexity can constitute a 
positive richness, rather than a source of negativity or confusion. 

 The Galilee as a region is unique in its human and natural resources in a way which makes it an 
ideal laboratory and showcase for realizing our vision. 

 

Our vision 
 

To bring about a society based on intergroup understanding and co-operation, which enables the 
members of the groups to really listen and to talk safely between them.  

 

Programs 
We have over two decades of experience in running and facilitating encounters, meetings, seminars and 
different programs in the field. CIU’s current core programs: 

Galilee Circus  

CIU is taking forward this remarkable project – which the Foundation has run 
for more than 12 years – in which Arab and Jewish youth train and perform 
together.   The circus is successful as a paradigm for promoting understanding 
of the self and “the other”, leading to the development of mutual trust, since 
its young participants must literally place their trust in each other if they are to 
perform successfully. 

The proven success of circus in overcoming such barriers is demonstrated from 
our experience, but also from the work of others in this field such as the late 
Australian circus artist and educator Reg Bolton, who wrote about “circus to 
save the world.”   During the last twelve years, hundreds of youth have taken 
part in circus training so that Galilee Circus has: 

 A strong record of building trust between Jewish and Arab participants.  

 Become a model of a shared loyalty that transcends ethnic identities and teaches the art of taking 
risks for the common good. 

 Through the exposure of thousands of people to its workshops and events, and as audience 
members, demonstrated to a wide audience that what appears to be impossible is indeed 
possible. 
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Young Leaders 

CIU is taking forward the Young Leaders program which the Foundation has 
developed over two decades, working with hundreds of Israelis and thousands 
from abroad (teens, students and adults),  In what we understand is a unique 
program in Israel, CIU works with teenagers in local towns and villages to build 
a cadre of young leaders.   CIU is now expanding its reach to include Arab 
youth from a broader range of localities, as well as to reach more Israeli Jews 
through improved dialog with schools.    

In its initial work, the program facilitates members of each group gaining an 
introspective understanding of their identity, what it means to them to be a leader, where they see 
themselves in their communities and in the wider society, and what impact being a part of a minority or a 
majority group has on them in these respects.   For each group this begins the process of getting to know 
“the other” and developing a dialog about shared and different aspects of their identities. 

The next step is where the program facilitates encounters between the groups of Jewish and Arab youth 
where culture, religion and politics are discussed.   Although this may involve posing questions to the 
groups, this is only to initiate a process in which groups are free to discuss whatever they want.   One 
interesting outcome for the Arab youth as a minority group in Israel is their surprise at finding more 
similarities with youth from abroad than they might have expected, alongside developing a real 
understanding of their uniqueness.   But the success of this methodology lies in its almost magical ability 
to break down barriers and create positive social interaction – what participants go so far as to describe 
as real and enduring friendships.  This unique program is even more vital in light of current tension in the 
region. 

In a little more detail: 

 A staff member meets a group of 16-17 year-olds, selected by their school to participate in the 
program, on a weekly basis, preparing the ground for the encounters. 

 Conversations are held in English – a neutral language for Israelis and an international one for 
those from abroad – and touch upon topics including history, religion, culture and current events 
in the village and its environs, as well as questions of human rights, racism, democracy, equality, 
social change, responsibility and leadership, but with an emphasis on having fun too. 

 The only rule is that mutual respect and politeness be maintained. 

 In broadening its reach, CIU regularly engages with teachers at the local training college, 
community centers and schools. 
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Neighbors 

CIU has established Neighbors, a new program which enables Jewish and Arab 
high school students to address relations between their two communities, 
initially by agreeing and implementing a public project or activity in their 
communities, schools, media or elsewhere.   This program takes place as part of 
the obligatory high school volunteering and personal commitment strand, 
helping students take a concrete first step towards shared society.    

Neighbors: 

 Has as its goal the creation of constructive encounters which embed the shared values of 
equality, democracy and solidarity. 

 Is unique in engaging participants over a longer timeframe than is usual for similar programs, 
enabling deeper connections to develop.    

 Comprises eight two-hour sessions between the Jewish and Arab groups, after school throughout 
the year, as well as three separate meetings for each group. 

 Towards the end of the program the groups will concentrate on carrying out of their chosen 
community project or activity, together or separately according to their choice. 

 

In conclusion 
We have a vision for a shared society that is a long term goal, not a quick fix, which we believe it is vital to 
work towards achieving since Arab-Jewish relations is one of the main issues influencing and inflaming 
Israeli society today.   Little by little, by working hard and over the long term at getting Jews and Arabs 
simply to sit down, listen, talk and accept a little of each other’s narratives – even if they must agree to 
disagree – we believe we can build our vision of shared living as a new reality. 

For more information in partnering with us in this exciting work, or to take part in one of our activities, 
please contact us at the Center for Intergroup Understanding: 

   office@galileefoundation.org 

   972-4-9902431 

 

 

mailto:office@galileefoundation.org

