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Farewell to Prof. Oscar Embon

Affiliated to the Faculty of Medicine in Zefat, 
Bar Ilan University

Ziv Medical Center

Ziv Medical Center, a general hospital in northern Israel, 
is the only hospital serving the 250,000 residents of the 
Upper Galilee and northern Golan Heights. The patients 
and staff reflect the multi-ethnic and religious diversity 
of the area, coming from Israeli towns, villages and 
agricultural settlements and including Jews, Muslims, 
Christians, Druze, Circassians and Bedouins. 

Ziv Medical Center

You are invited to view and share:

           www. ziv.org.il 

 youtube.com/Ziv Medical Center

 twitter.com/zivmedical

Facebook.com/friends of ziv medical center,inc

Ziv Medical Center Greets the New Director

Dr. Salman Zarka graduated 
from the Faculty of Medicine, 
Technion – Israel Institute of 
Technology, Haifa in 1988. He 
received a Master's degree in 
Public Health (MPH) from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
and an additional Master's degree 
in Political Science from the 
University of Haifa.

Prior to his position at Ziv, Dr. Zarka served as a Colonel in the 
I.D.F. for 25 years in a variety of positions, the last of which was 
commander of the Military Health Services Department. Previous 
to this position, Dr. Zarka was the Head of the Medical Corps of 
the Northern Command and the Commander of the Military Field 
Hospital for the Syrian casualties in the Golan Heights.  

Dr. Zarka's vision for health in the north of the country is 
based on the values of professionalism, excellence, respect for 
humankind and the physician's oath. He believes in cooperation 
with the mayors, heads of regional councils and communities in 
our region, in order to provide the best possible health services 
to the residents of northern Israel as well as humanitarian life 
saving treatment to non-Israeli citizens. He is confident that 
Ziv's entire staff share these values and will work together to 
implement them in the daily life at Ziv Medical Center.

We wish Dr. Zarka every success as Director of Ziv Medical 
Center.     

After 21 years as Director of Ziv 
Medical Center, Prof. Oscar Embon 
leaves Ziv Medical Center satisfied 
that much has been accomplished 
during his tenure. Prof. Embon, 
faced the challenges of managing 
a hospital in northern Israel, 

characterized by the complex needs of the region's unique 
mosaic of residents as well as those resulting from the 
hospital's proximity to both the Lebanese and Syrian borders.

"Among the projects I am most thrilled about are the 
construction of the Child Health Center and the Radiotherapy 
Unit. The Child Health Center is going to be a magnificent state-
of-the-art partially reinforced building, which will house all of 
the services essential for top quality treatment of children, as 
well as a reinforced auditorium which can be converted into 
an in-patient area in the case of an emergency situation in the 
north. The new Radiotherapy Unit will finally give hundreds 
of cancer patients an option for local treatment, alleviating 
the current situation in which severely ill patients must travel 
long distances to the nearest available Radiotherapy Center, 
over a course of six weeks, for a -5minute daily treatment".
 
"There is still much to do" concludes Prof. Embon. "I trust 
that the new director, Dr. Salman Zarka, will see the current 
projects to their conclusion and also add to our achievements 
by introducing new and exciting initiatives".

We will miss Prof. Embon and wish him best of success on 
his retirement.

Dr. Evgeny Solomonov, Head of General Surgery 
Department
Dr. Solomonov is a general, hepato-biliary and transplant 
surgeon. He has extensive surgical experience in kidney 
and liver transplants as well as in complex surgical 
procedures related to surgical oncology. His experience in 
new surgical techniques, such as Robotic ALPPS performed 
laparoscopically, is acknowledged  worldwide.

Previously, Dr. Solomonov was Director of Hepato-Pancreato-
Biliary Surgery Unit, Department of Organ Transplantation at 
Beilinson Hospital, Petah Tikva.

Dr. Ran Katz, Head of Urology Department
Dr. Katz graduated from the Medical Faculty of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, later specializing in Urology 
in Hadassah Hospital, Jerusalem. His specialty training  
included courses in laparoscopic and robotic surgery of 
prostate cancer, kidney and adrenal gland tumors as well as 
reconstructive laparoscopic surgery of the urologic system. 
Dr. Katz served as Head of the Urology Services in Hadassah 
Mt. Scopus Hospital. 

APPOINTMENTS AT ZIV

Cornerstone for Research Laboratories
Mr. Silvan Shalom, Minister for Regional Development,  
Development of the Negev and Galilee and of Energy and 
Water, laid the cornerstone for the advanced Research 
Laboratories and inaugurated the opening of the Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Center.  

Both institutes will go a long way 
to raising the level of services 
for the residents of the area, the 
former as a leader in the field of 
academic research and the later 
as a provider of personalized 
cardiac rehabilitation.

(l to r): Prof. Oscar Embon; Mayor of  Zefat Mr. Ilan Shochat; Minister Silvan Shalom; Rabbi 
Prof. Daniel Hershkovitz, President Bar-Ilan University; Ms. Sigal Shaltiel Halevi, Director, 
office for Development of Galil/Negev.

Collaborative Surgery
Dr. Majdi Halabi, Head of the Cardiology Department, 
Dr. Alexander Altshuler Head of Invasive Radiology Unit 
and Dr. Tal Salamon, Head of the Vascular Surgery Unit, 
performed a combined coronary and peripheral arterial 
occlusion catheterization on a 60 year-old patient. This complex 
collaborative operation is the first of its kind at Ziv, requiring 
coordination among the teams of three departments.

Biological Nerve Implant
For the first time in Israel, a biological nerve implant (allograft) 
was performed successfully at the Ziv Medical Center. The 
operation was performed by Dr. Haim Katsevman, a specialist 
in hand surgery, assisted by Prof. Alexander Lerner, Head of 
Ziv's Orthopedic Department. The operation was performed 
on a severely wounded casualty from the fighting in Syria. 

ZIV NEWS

The implant, donated by Fortis Technologies Ltd., was 
flown to Israel from the Tissue Bank in the USA in a special 
container at a temperature of 70-c degrees.

New Moxo Test
The Department for Child and Adolescent Mental Health and 
the Institute for Child Development at Ziv have launched a 
user friendly computerized test for children and parents, to 
identify and diagnose problems relating to Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).

The MOXO test simulates the subject's performance in his/
her natural environment by combining visual and audio 
distracters and providing clinicians with the means to achieve 
a more multi-faceted ADHD diagnosis, assisting them in their 
decision as to the best mode of treatment for the subject. 
 
3D Echocardiography 
The Cardiology Department at the Ziv Medical Center, headed 
by Dr. Majdi Halabi, has recently acquired a sophisticated 
echocardiography machine, one of the most innovative 
machines available. This 
machine can show and analyze 
high resolution, precise -3D 
cardiac images. The advanced 
imaging assists the medical team 
in its diagnosis, evaluation and 
follow-up of patients.

Treating Kidney Stones
Percutaneous Nephrolithotripsy (PCNL) is an endoscopic 
surgery for removing large or irregularly shaped kidney 
stones. Although this form of surgery is commonly used in a 
handful of hospitals in northern Israel, Dr. Ran Katz operated 
on a 36 year old male patient using this method for the first 
time at Ziv. This is a minimally 
invasive procedure, after which 
the patient's stay in hospital 
is only 4-3 days and recovery 
time is significantly shorter than 
traditional open surgery.

-3D Digital Diagnostic System 
A generous anonymous donation, together with a donation 
from the Australian based Pratt Foundation, has enabled 
Ziv to purchase an advanced -3D Digital Diagnostic system, 
which provides elaborate imaging, enabling surgeons to reach 
accurate diagnoses in minimal time and minimal radiation, 
specifically for extensive, complex and often critical trauma 
injuries. 
 
Ziv Walker Clinic
The Ziv Walker Clinic is the first in Israel to import the 
Innowalk Pro from Norway, a unique, dynamic, motorized 
device, adapted especially for use in rehabilitation centers, 
hospitals, schools and nursery-schools, contributing 
significantly to the process of rehabilitation of children and 
adolescents with movement impediments, such as cerebral 
palsy, genetic syndromes, spina bifida and other neuro-
muscular disorders.

Ziv's humanitarian treatment of 437 Syrian casualties has 
attracted attention from many corners of the world. Ziv's 
management and staff appreciate the opportunity to meet a 
broad range of people and share with them the challenges 
of treating our unexpected neighbors. Among the guests 
were ministers, senators and members of parliament from 
the European Union, Switzerland, Ireland and Australia, 
members of Jewish Federations from Canada and the USA, 
religious leaders, physicians and friends from near and far. 
Many thanks to all of you for your kind words and gifts for 
the patients.

HUMANITARIAN AID

Dr. Michael Harari, senior pediatric physician (4th from right) with group of physicians 
from the USA

Group of bloggers from China with Dr. Calin Shapira, Ziv Interim Director; 
Prof. Alexander Lerner, Head, Orthopedic Dept.; Mr. Fares Issa, Social Worker.

Dr. Michael Harari, senior pediatric physician (4th from right) with group of physicians from 
the USA.

(l to r): Mr. David Fuchs, Head Nurse, 
Trauma Unit; Mr. Fares Issa, Social Worker; 
Dr. Calin Shapira, Ziv Interim Director; Ms. 
Susan C.I. Yang, First Secretary of the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Office in Tel Aviv; 
Ms. Rachel Hadari, Director of the Medicine 
and Healthcare Dept. of the Peres Center 
for Peace.

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY

Senior Citizens’ Health Rights
Ziv has set up a Center, coordinated by Ms. Dovrat Friedman, 
which offers hospitalized senior citizens and their families 
information and guidance in understanding and utilizing the 
full range of health rights. The Center is operated through Ziv's 
Social Work Services, with a team of volunteers who have 
undergone professional training. 

The project is under the auspices of the Ministry for Senior 
Citizens. 

Sydney Choir Visits Ziv
Patients in Ziv's Dialysis and Oncology Institutes and Orthopedic 
and Pediatrics Department, including casualties of the civil 
war in Syria who are hospitalized at Ziv, were delighted by 
the performance of 10 members of the North Shore Temple 
Emanuel choir who entertained them with songs of prayer and 
healing, including the well known peace song Salaam/Shalom.

(l to r) Mr. Maurice Tornay, Swiss Minster 
of Economics with Ms. Sara Cohen from      
        Zefat and Prof. Oscar Embon.

Prof. Anthony Luder, Head, Pediatrics 
Dept. with guests from Ludwigsburg, 
headed by County District Administrator, 
Dr. Rainer Haas.Ludwigsburg is a long-
time sister city of the Upper Galilee 
Regional Council.

Apples for Ziv

Youngsters from the 11th grade of the high school in the Druze village Majd al Shams 
treated the patients and care-givers in Ziv to wonderful apples grown in their region.

Congratulations
Dr. Alejandro Roisentul, Head of the Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
Unit in Ziv and Clinical Instructor at the Faculty of Medicine in 
the Galilee, Bar Ilan University, has been appointed Chairman of 
the Israeli Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

Dr. Bahaa Francis, a medical resident in Ziv's Internal 
Medicine B., was awarded the esteemed prize "Distinguished 
Young Researcher" for his research on a new therapy for 
pulmonary hypertension and heart failure, presented at an 
international conference in Seoul.

Dr. Aviva Ron, an organizational volunteer at Ziv and 
a member of Ziv's Society of Friends in Israel, received 
the Global Achievement Award from the Johns Hopkins 
University, USA, where she  graduated from the Bloomberg 
School of Hygiene and Public Health.

Prof. Jamal Zidan, Head, Oncology Institute with choir members
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Urogynecology Conference is Crowned a 
Success
Leading physicians in the field of pelvic floor 
and laparoscopic surgery participated in the 4th 
Urogynecology Conference held at the Ziv Medical 
Center. Prof. Peter Von-Theobald, an internationally 

renowned specialist for pelvic organ prolapse 
surgery and one of the pioneers of laparoscopic 
operations and uterine repair using surgical 
mesh, was invited as guest speaker.

During the conference which was initiated 
by Dr. Naama Marcus-Braun, Head of Ziv's 
Urogynecology services and under the auspices 
of the Israeli Society of Urogynecology and 
Pelvic Floor, the participants viewed a number 

CONFERENCES

ASSIST US IN REALIZING OUR DREAMS

Friends of Ziv Medical Center, Inc. 
The Ziv Medical Center is proud to announce the opening of 
its first ever Friends organization abroad. The organization 
is Miami based with board members from Miami and West 
Palm Beach.

Dr. Raul Rosenthal, Founding President of the Friends 
organization, says he is convinced that the members of the 
organization will be able to assist Ziv in raising funds for its 
many admirable projects. He sees no reason that Ziv should 
not be as attractive to donors as are the hospitals in the center 
of the country. "More so" says Rosenthal "especially since 
Ziv is a peripheral hospital and needs to work much harder 
in order to provide services which are taken for granted in 
hospitals in the larger cities". 

Facebook.com/friends of ziv medical center,inc

The Friends of Ziv Medical Center is a registered 
501 (C) (3) Public Charity in the United States.

Many Thanks
Ziv Medical Center wishes 
to thank the many gracious 
visitors and donors whose 
gifts have contributed to the 
physical and emotional well 
being of Ziv's patients. 

“How to Donate" - Every gift helps our patients. Matching funds and donor recognition are available.
• Ziv's website www.ziv.org.il: credit card donations.
• Friends of Ziv Medical Center, Inc. A registered US 501 (c) (3) Public Charity. 
 Donations may be sent by check or by direct bank transfers. 
 E-mails: Zivsfriends@ziv.health.gov.il ; Zivsfriends@gmail.com
• Mr. R. Yakobovitch, Director, The Society of Friends of Ziv Medical Center: 
 Registered Israel Charity No.: 6-510-000-58; P.O. Box 35, Zefat 13100; Tel: 6828732-4-972; Fax: 6923418-4-972 ;   
 sieffsoc@netvision.net.il

of complex laparoscopic operations led by Prof. Von-
Theobald, screened directly from the operating theater. 

Dr. Marcus said that despite the fact that many women 
suffer from urogynecology problems such as urinary 
incontinence and uterine prolapse, and although 
today treatment is readily available, many women 
are reserved about 
discussing these matters 
with their gynecologist 
and therefore these 
problems remain under-
treated in Israel and 
throughout the world.

Florida Board Members

Prof. Peter Von-Theobald and Dr. 
Naama Marcus-Braun


