
 

Birthright group Visit Abu 

Quedar 11/2013 

As part of the cooperation between 

Budo for Peace and Birthright, we 

hosted sixty participants from the South 

America in the Bedouin village "Abu 

Quedar". Sensei Hazem Abu Quedar, 

the director of the dojo along with sen-

sei Danny Hakim, the head and founder 

of BFP, performed a martial arts training 

with the added value of education and 

values to the visitors. The visit contin-

ued with a tour of the village and intro-

ducing the lifestyle and local food of the 

Bedouin. The birthright students even 

got to make their own traditional Bed-

ouin pita. Thank you Sensei Hazem Abu 

Quedar for hosting us! 

Sensei Meeting 16/12/2013 

The meeting was held at the Associations' 

offices in Herzliya Pituach with: Sensei 

Danny Hakim, Sensei Robeen Arkia, Chief 

Operating Officer and Educational Coordi-

nator, Sensei Moshe Gavri from Pardes 

Hana, Sensei Abd el Karim Ammar from Jisr 

Alazarka, and Sensei Hazem from Abu 

Quedar. 

Topics that were discussed were: The an-

nual plan; Guidelines; Briefing and guid-

ance; Bonding activities. We ended the eve-

ning with a traditional Japanese meal. 

UNOSDP YOUTH CAMP 

in Japan 20-30 / 1/2014 

The camp was under the initiative 

and on behalf of the UNOSDP 

(United Nations Office for Sport, 

Development and Peace )  with 

young participants from all over 

the world. BFP was represented by 

two young leaders: Dor Shati from 

Tel Aviv & Dor Sigel from Raanana. 

The camp fostered opportunities 

to meet and get to know teens 

from around the globe including 

countries such as Iran and Korea. 

Events of the past year 
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Sensei- Sempai Seminar at Onim 

Youth Village in Kfar Saba 

17/01/2014 

Sensei Danny Hakim opened the seminar welcoming the participants, introduced BFP and its values, the meaning of the 

symbol of the organization and its goals. Then Sensei Robeen Arkia introduced the seminar program and its purpose. 

Budo for Peace has a special youth leadership program for empowerment and development. The seminar brought     to-

gether 30 different selected youth leaders “Sempais” from diverse and different backgrounds. 

- Yasif Village Aikido Dojo: Sempai Noor under the guidance of Sensei Hannah Jiryes. 

- Gojuryu Eiron Dojo: Sensei Robeen Arkia 

- Abu Quedar Desert Champions - Shotokan Karate Dojo: Sensei Hazem. 

- Kiryat Gat Shoshana Ethiopians absorption center - Shotokan Karate Dojo: Sensei 

Emanuel Kmigrov. 

- Gojuryu Jisr Alazrka Dojo: Sensei Abd el Karim Ammar. 

- Krav Maga Pardes Hanna "Fidel" Dojo: Sensei Moshe Gavri from Chaim Zut Krav Maga. 

 Albatof Dojo - Kempo Karate: Sensei Mansour Abu Hussein. 
 

The seminar included practical training in various martial arts inspired by the unique educational program of BFP and two 

educational workshops: "The role of Sempais" and "Cooperation between Sensei & Sempais". Participation was active and 

interesting for everyone. Sempai Dor Sigel from Ra'anana Dojo who represented BFP at the UN Young Leadership Develop-

ment camp in Japan also took part in the seminar. 



 

Morris Kahn visit to Jisr Alazarka 12/02/2014 

The Dojo in Jisr Alazrka welcomed with open arms the visit of Mr. Morris Kahn and the Kahn Foundation Executive Director 

Einat Berkovich, who were accompanied by Danny Hakim and Robeen Arkia from Budo for Peace. The visit included a ka-

rate demonstration and educational activities ran by the students under the guidance of Sensei Abdul Karim Ammar. In 

addition, the students talked of the local community center along with the community center director Mr. Mohammed 

Amash, they gave background on the village and the population with  Mr. Murad Amash the head of the Council, took the 

visitors on a tour of the village and the beach.  

Kata training with Sensei Robeen Arkia in Jisr Alazarka 

31/01/2014 

This special training was attended by 30 students of Gojuryu dojo - Jisr 

Alazarka. The theme of the training was harmony, order and self-control. 

Personal and group training were held, along with an educational work-

shop and discussion, demonstrations and the teaching of new Kata tech-

niques. The head of the community center, Mr. Mohammed Amash at-

tended the event along with several parents. 
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Good Deeds Day 09/03/2014 

To mark the international good deeds day, 

Budo for Peace Dojos took an active part: 

Abu Quedar Dojo under the guidance of 

Sensei Hazem: 

Handing out flowers and performing ka-

rate before the children's ward at Soroka 

Hospital in Be'er Sheva. 

Kiryat Gat Shoshana Ethiopians absorption center under the guidance of Sensei Emanuel Kmigrov: - Shotokan Karate 

Dojo: Sensei Emanuel Kmigrov. 

Helping the elderly in the community clean their apartments and handing out 

gifts. 

"Fidel Pardes Hanna" Dojo under the guidance of Sensei Moshe Gavri: 

Cleaning and painting the local youth club. The activity took place within the na-

tional activities organized by Fidel. 

Ma'ale Iron Dojo under the guidance of Sensei Robeen Arkia: 

Cleaning and painting the local club, planting and gardening in the public garden. 

Jisr Alazrka Dojo under the guidance of Sensei Abdul Karim Ammar: 

Painting over graffiti, environmental cleanliness, planting flowers in the garden 

of a local community center. 

The aim was to develop a sense of belonging to your surroundings; maintaining public property and helping others. This 

activity was held in conjunction with "good spirit" association which is part of the Shari Arison foundation. 



 

Middle East Peace Run - 10-20/ 05/14 

During the month of May, the first ever Middle East Peace run oc-

curred in Israel and the Middle East.  Pat Farmer, an ultra-marathon 

runner, ran 1500 km crossing Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the West 

Bank. During his visit in Israel he visited two Dojos: Abu Queidar 

Bedouin village, where he ran with the villages' children and had a 

karate training session with them; Jisr Alazarka where he visited the 

local dojo, learned about the village and watched a demonstration 

of different martial arts by the villages' children who are active in 

the Dojo.  A one hour documentary will be released this month.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCaFEf9vwVO99aOp50DvwRKA 

UN International Sport & Peace day - UNSP 06/04/2014 

Budo for Peace believes in sport as a global common ground to bring people together and collaborate regardless of 

religion, color or gender. Our Senseis celebrated this day all over the country by conducting workshops in the subject 

of respect, harmony and love for mankind. Thank you to all the instructors and students for their cooperation. 
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Visit to Kiryat Gat "Shoshana" Ethiopians ab-

sorption center Dojo - 18/06/14 

During the school year, we try to visit the various Dojos, meet 

the students and conduct joint training with them. Sensei 

Danny Hakim, Sensei Robeen Arkia and Dana, the new project 

manager in BFP, arrived at Kiryat Gat to visit the children at 

the absorption center and see their training under the guid-

ance of Sensei Emanuel Kmigrov. Sensei Danny taught part of 

the training and after, we all enjoyed traditional Ethiopian 

food prepared by the women of the community in honor of 

our visit. Thank you for the warm welcome! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaFEf9vwVO99aOp50DvwRKA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaFEf9vwVO99aOp50DvwRKA


 

Budo for Peace Summer Seminar - 26/06/2014 

Our final event of the year was a summer seminar for all the participants 

from Dojos all over Israel. The seminar took place in "Onim" boarding 

school in Kfar Saba. About 100 participants took part of this fun, exciting 

activity. We had students, Senseis, Sempais, guests and parents. After a 

joint training session taught by the different senseis and sempais, we had 

time to relax and play at the pool, enjoyed a delicious dinner and met one 

last time to summarize this hectic year. This successful and fun event 

closed our year of activities. We hope to see all the participants next year! 

Visit "Fidel Pardes Hanna" Dojo - 22/06/2014 

Our second visit was to Fidel's dojo in Pardes Hana, where we met the chil-

dren of the association who train under the guidance of Sensei Moshe 

Gavri. Sensei Danny Hakim taught some of the training session, and we got 

to meet the participants. We also met our partners from Fidel: Executive 

Director Michal Avera Samuel, Pardes Hanna Center Manager Yigal Wanda 

and the Field Youth Centers Manager Shai Yechiel Cohen. 
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Peace Camp Initiative - A US Sports Camp promoting Sports and Peace 17-23/08/14 

Every year, as part of BFP young leadership development and empowerment program, we send a few selected sempais to a 

sports and peace summer camp taking place in Susquehannock, Pennsylvania. http://www.peacecampinitiative.org/ .   This 

summer, BFP was represented by 3 outstanding young men who represent the diversity and co-existence in Israel. Ben 

Abram, a 16 year old Jewish Israeli-American student from Ra'anana, Sanad Arkia, a 15 year old Israeli Muslim student from 

Baka Algarbia and Emil Hazan, a 15 years old Christian Israeli student from Yassif village. This year, their mission was even 

greater due to the ongoing security situation in Israel. They were the living example of how there is always a way to bridge 

the gaps and show mutual respect between people anytime, anywhere. A special thank you goes out to Jaime Zimron & 

Robert Kent, the director of the camp for their help and devotion! 

The camp has left its mark on all of them, Ben Abram tells: "the camp was an amazing experience, where I met new people, 

tried different activities and learned many new things. While I was in the camp I connected with people to the extent that I 

felt I've known them for years, as if they were my family. I played sports I've never had the chance to play before or would 

have had the chance without this camp, for example lacrosse, baseball, American football, and more. After I got home I no-

ticed that not only did I learn canoeing or playing all sorts of different sports, but also how to keep my things in order, keep 

times and be thoughtful to others." 

http://www.peacecampinitiative.org/


 Sanad Arkia: "The camp has contributed much to my skills and was a great personal experience. I met a lot of new friends 

from overseas, I learned and experienced new games and sports, and I learned the value of friendship, and having respect 

for others especially from different sports groups despite if you win or loss. I also learned that there are no losers, but 

there is second place. I feel a powerful connection to the people I've met as if they were my family." 

Emil Hazan: "First I want to point out my relationship with Ben and Sanad. I was delighted to meet and get to know them, 

we enjoyed out time together both before and during the trip and camp. Despite the war in Gaza, we proved that it is pos-

sible to live together in peace and mutual respect. Postponing our flight due to the security situation has reinforced my 

desire to prove to everyone in the country and the world that there is another way and that the spirit of peace will prevail 

in the end. Israelis and Palestinians can live together in mutual respect and harmony; the three of us are the example for 

that both in the United States and Israel. I have no words to describe my feelings during the camp. I met new friends and 

enjoyed every minute with them, I hope I'll have the opportunity to meet with them next year. I would also like to say a 

special thanks to Mr. Robert's Kent, the camp director”. 

See their live interviews on, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eo4SnElk2-Q&list=UU0bJzqT551BTt_VTZGMyTCA 
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Shana Tove 

From the Budo 

for Peace staff! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eo4SnElk2-Q&list=UU0bJzqT551BTt_VTZGMyTCA
https://www.facebook.com/budoforpeace
https://twitter.com/Budoforpeace
https://www.youtube.com/user/budoforpeace
http://www.budoforpeace.org/

