
 

 

 

THE CENTER FOR HUMANISTIC EDUCATION IN THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

"… It seems to me that Holocaust remembrance places upon us an obligation of acute moral 

alertness, by far more than in previous periods, precisely because we are aware  of the potential 

for 'radical evil' in every human society." 

 

                            Shaul Friedlander, "The Holocaust Between Memory and History" 

 

The Educational Rationale of the Center for Humanistic Education 

The Center for Humanistic Education has been working within Ghetto Fighters’ Museum since 

1995.  The Center has developed a unique educational process which leads its participants  from 

a study of the Holocaust and its humanistic and universal significance, to an in-depth 

multicultural dialogue on historical, social and ethical issues.  

As citizens and educators we are gravely concerned about the excessive erosion in Israeli society 

of the basic values of democracy.  Reliable researches published in the media about racism, 

relations between groups and the attitude to the Other - indicate significant deterioration in the 

general public's beliefs and attitudes with regard to democracy as a comprehensive value-based 

worldview.  

In order to cope with the phenomenon on the educational level, we offer a value-oriented 

approach to the study of history.  We believe that learning about the past in current social and 

ethical contexts develops a meaningful understanding of the past and contributes to the 

formation of a deeper social worldview.  

 



The historical framework is the Holocaust. It is analyzed as a continuing process beginning from 

the Nazis' rise to power in Germany and reaching the full manifestation of its significance with 

the "Final Solution", the project of the industrialized extermination of the Jewish people. The 

conceptual framework is humanism and democracy. Humanism places the person, as a rational-

moral being, at the center of social existence. Democracy places the commitment to human 

rights at the top of its social scale of values. We believe that the Holocaust became possible 

when these two foundations of modern civilization broke down. 

The pedagogical approach applied throughout the entire educational process is one of 

encouraging open discourse in three circles: 

The inner circle, of each person with himself/herself, in relating to new knowledge; the intra-

group circle – in which each person is invited to express his/her personal, independent opinions; 

and the inter-group circle – in which room is given for both personal identity and group identity. 

This, in essence, is the humanistic discourse that we attempt to internalize in the program 

participants.  

We believe that the study of history from a value-oriented perspective, in combination with the 

humanistic practice of dialogue between Others is the way to sharpen moral alertness - on 

which our continued existence as a democratic society depends.  

Target Group 

We work with a variety of population groups: Jewish and Arab teachers and students: Moslems, 

Christians and Druze, in Israel’s north from the Galilee to the Carmel, from villages, kibbutzim, 

towns and cities.  

Educational Principles and Methodology: 

- Activities are designed to meet the needs of the community from which the 

participants come. 

- Participation by choice: participation in the entire process is based on free personal 

choice. 

- Ongoing process: workshops, seminars and ongoing-groups in a sequential process 

enabling internalization and formation of meaningful relationships 

- Gradual progression: the process begins in the framework of the homogeneous core- 

culture base group, and gradually develops into a multicultural framework that provides 

the opportunity for pluralistic dialogue. 

- Multicultural and interdisciplinary staff: The Center for Humanistic Education’s staff is 

comprised of Jewish and Arab teachers and educators experienced in facilitating 

multicultural groups.  

 



B. Programs: Description and Implementation 

From Study of the Holocaust to a Humanistic Dialogue 

The activity is composed of four stages: an exposure activity, a basic workshop for a core- 

cultural group, a bicultural dialogue seminar, an ongoing bicultural dialogue group. Following 

is a description of the stages. 

1.  Exposure activity: The activity is meant to provide the students with an initial acquaintance 

with the program, in order to enable them to make a genuine choice. The activity takes place at 

the Center or at the school, and is open to all the students that the school wishes to include. 

During September - October 2009 we had exposure activities for students from 22 schools from 

the Jewish, Arab and Druze sectors. 

2. Basic workshop: “Humanistic Universal Meanings of the Holocaust”: a series of 12 weekly 

encounters for groups of students who chose to take part. The activity includes studying 

selected Holocaust issues and their background, and they all revolve around the universal 

ethical dilemmas which focus on a person’s moral decisions in times of extreme adversity. The 

program is based upon the Ghetto Fighters' Museum’s resources – exhibitions, films, 

testimonies, library and archives.  

For a pilot group consisting of four schools, we expanded the program this year by 6 additional 

meetings, where the connection between history and the ethical foundations of democracy 

were studied in greater depth, with an emphasis on Human Rights as a conceptual framework.  

Between October 2009 and April 2010 – about 350 Arab and Jewish students in 22 school-

groups participated in the basic workshop. As stated above, four of these groups went through 

the expanded program. 

3.  Bicultural Dialogue Seminars: seminars for graduates of the basic workshop, which create 

close interpersonal relationships amongst the mixed groups. The participants confront issues of 

identity, racism, infringement of human rights, majority-minority relations and the Jewish-Arab 

conflict in Israel. The 3-days long seminars take place during the spring and summer vacations, 

and in part include an overnight stay at the Center's museum facilities. 

In March-April 2010 we had two rounds of the Spring Seminar, with a total of about 230 

participants. We expect about 80 participants for the upcoming Summer Seminar.  

 

4. Graduates’ Group: the ongoing dialogue-group.  The graduates of the multicultural seminars 

are invited to monthly meetings during the following school year.  They discuss current social 

issues and retain their interpersonal relationships formed during the process. This is a mixed-age 

group, renewed each year.  



In the 2009-2010 school year, about 70 Jewish and Arab students took part in the group, 

during 10 meetings from September to May. 

 

C.  Special Projects 

 Akko teachers workshop on local civic problems 

The center was commissioned by the director of civic studies in the Ministry of 

Education to run a study-workshop for civic-studies teachers of Akko Jewish and Arab 

highschools. The workshop dealt with inter-group relations in the mixed city, and 

focused on producing materials enhancing active learning of and awareness to local 

Jewish-Arab issues. 

 Production of Programs: Democracy – Value and Law 

A special joint project with the Gross and Partners law offices in Tel Aviv and the regional Branco 

Weiss Anna Frank High School in Sassa.  The Center for Humanistic Education wrote and 

produced the program and instructed the attorneys who facilitated the school-students in five 

concentrated days during the year.  

 Production of an Instruction Kit in English of the Program “The Humanistic and 

Universal Significance of the Holocaust”, for the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum in Washington.  

After years of collaboration, the Center's materials have been translated and adapted for use in 

the USHMM in Washington.  Next winter, in 2011, Dr. Anat Livne (Pedagogical Director of the 

Center) will spend a six-month sabbatical at the museum to assist with implementing the kit in 

the guiding program there.  

 International Seminar in Italy 

Representing Israeli society at the International Peace Seminar in Monte Sole, near Bologna. It 

brings together young people from Italy, Germany, Ireland, Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 

We have been taking part in this project for the past 8 years.  

 

D. Seminars for Groups of Students and Teachers from Abroad 

 A three-day seminar for teachers from Sweden in October 2009, on the subject of 

Holocaust studies in multicultural contexts 

 A three-day seminar in February 2010 for leadership of the Facing History and Ourselves 

(FHAO) organization, as a continuation of inter-organization cooperation. FHAO is an 



American educational organization which runs a global network for teacher training and 

distribution of materials. Its purpose is to promote aware, enlightened and humanistic 

citizenship in various social environments worldwide. The seminar focused on 

familiarizing FHAO staff with the similar work of the Center for Humanistic Education.  

 Continuation of the past four years' tradition of conducting two 3-day seminars for 

teachers from Austria, in July and August 2010, in conjunction with the Erinnern-

Nationalsozialismus und Holocaust: Gedächtnis und Gegenwart organization. 

 

E. Participation in International Conferences in Israel and Abroad 

 Dr. David Netzer lectured at a seminar in Berlin for teachers from Israel and Germany, 

November 2009. 

 Dr. Anat Livne and Dr. Nohad Ali lectured at the first Galilee Conference at Oranim 

College, February 2010. 

 Two staff members, Livnat Fridman and Fadi Abu Yones, will attend the international 

seminar of Facing History and Ourselves in London, in July 2010. 

 Raya Kalisman will attend the conference of directors of Holocaust Education 

organizations in Berlin, in August 2010.  

 

Partner Schools in the 2009-2010 School Year 

The Arab Sector Yanni Comprehensive High School, Kfar Yassif; ORT Hilmi Shefai Arab 

Comprehensive High School, Akko; Shizaf (El Muntnabi) High School, 

Haifa; Sakhnin Comprehensive High School; Hashalom Comprehensive 

School, Sheikh Danoun;, the Nahef High School, the Comprehensive High 

School in Baena, El Harismi School, Tamra 

The Jewish 

Sector  

Sulam Zur Regional High School; Ofek Regional High School; Manor – 

Cabri Regional High School; ORT Darski Comprehensive School, Akko; Leo 

Baeck Education Centre, Haifa; Ironi Alef School Haifa,  Amal 

Comprehensive High School, Nahariya,, ORT Megadim Karmiel,  ORT 

Motzkin Comprehensive High School, ORT Grinberg School, Tivon, , Anna 

Frank High School in Sassa,  

The Druze 

Sector 

Comprehensive High School, Julis; ORT Ronson Comprehensive High 

School, Daliat-el-Carmel and Usfiyya,  

 



The Center for Humanistic Education Staff Members: 

Raya Kalisman (Director), Dr. Anat Livne (Pedagogical Director), Orly Gal, Dr. David Netzer, 

Shireen Elias, Noa Kali, Haneen Elias, Rada Hijazi, Livnat Fridman, Koukab Huri, Hanan Ohana, 

Havka Raban, Fadi Abu Yones  

 

 

Director of the Center for Humanistic Education 

Raya Kalisman  

E-mail:    rkalisman@gfh.org.il  

Telephone: 972-4 9958040 Fax: 972-9958057 Mobile 972-52 2820281 

Address: The Center for Humanistic Education, the Ghetto Fighters' Museum, M. P. Western 

Galilee, 25220, www.gfh.org.il > Center for Humanistic Education 
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