
850 active students

1,300 graduates

8 years

17 locations

15,000 volunteer hours 
in 100+ frameworks

The Net@ Project uses a holistic approach to empower youth from Israel’s geographic 
and socio-economic peripheries with advanced technology education, social values, and 
leadership skills. Participants’ achievements combined with their commitment to local 
community leadership make them prime candidates for careers in the hi-tech job market 
and ultimately preparing them to become tomorrow’s leaders.

The technology curriculum is primarily based on Cisco Networking Academy courses. 
The complementary social and leadership curriculum reinforces values of multiculturalism, 
democracy, social skills, and commitment to community. Students also connect with and 
contribute to their local community through volunteerism, fostering individual growth and 
community development.

In collaboration with Cisco Systems, United Israel Appeal – Keren Hayesod,
the Jewish Agency for Israel, and Appleseeds Academy (Tapuah),
Net@ has a proven success record, changing the lives of Israeli youth since 2003. 

Program Goals:

• Provide under-privileged youth with an internationally recognized,                 
high-demand profession;

• Enhance participants’ study skills and scholastic performances,                    
opening doors to higher education;

• Empower participants as individuals, team members, and leaders                        
in their community.

Net@ offers 3 after-school courses:

PC Technician is a critical introduction to the world of advanced technology and 
personal excellence, Students graduate with an internationally-recognized skill set,
a heightened sense of self-confidence, and motivation to succeed. 

Network Technician covers fundamental networking concepts and technologies
and provides hands-on introduction to networking and the Internet.  Students 
graduate with skills required for entry-level Help Desk Technicians and entry-level 
Network Technicians. 

Community Impact through Web Design introduces students to HTML and WordPress. 
Over the course of the year, they implement these tools to build websites on behalf of 
individuals or organizations in their local community, simultaneously practicing their 
skills and gaining professional experience.

The Net@ Project
A Technological Youth Movement



International Recognition: 
Echoing Net@’s success, Cisco Systems has partnered with Appleseeds Academy, and the 
Clinton Global Initiative to reproduce the program model in 8 Middle Eastern countries and 
6 African countries. The content is based on the technical-social lesson plans developed 
and led by Net@ instructors. 

In 2010, Net@ students won the national grand prize in the Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship’s young business initiative competition. They presented their business 
model at the international convention in New York.

Volunteerism:
Net@ students contribute approximately 15,000 volunteer hours per year in over 100 
different frameworks. Volunteer projects include repairing computers at schools, running 
a computer repair lab open to local residents, and teaching technology courses for 
community members.

44% of all Net@ graduates volunteer on a regular basis
(compared to 21% among their peers).

73% of Arab Net@ graduates volunteer on a regular basis
(compared to 10% among their peers).

Military Service:
Nearly 65% of Net@’s graduates are enlisted in high-ranking Israeli Defense Force 
military units including the intelligence and technology related fields. Although 
these opportunities are traditionally reserved for young recruits from more affluent 
socioeconomic strata of Israeli society, Net@ students are highly sought-after and even 
given preference in the recruitment and selection process thanks to the proven success of 
the Net@ graduates. 

Recognizing the superior skills and training of Net@ graduates, the C4I unit (commonly 
referred to as the Telecommunications Unit) of the IDF appointed a lieutenant colonel
as a liaison between the IDF and Net@, responsible for directly recruiting Net@ students.

Academics:
Net@’s technology curriculum is taught in English, improving the students’ language 
skills and school grades. Net@ students are 50% more likely than their peers to pass 
national matriculation exams.

Net@ Graduates on Net@:

“After my time in Net@, I can say with certainty that my life would have looked 
completely different were it not for this program. Net@ is a way of life.”

“What other 17 year-olds carry internationally recognized Cisco certification?”

“Because of my certification, I was recruited to elite Israeli Defense Force units that
I otherwise never would have dreamed of.”
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