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Dear	 Friends,	 Partners	 and	 Supporters,

The start of the summer season and Shavuot festivities is a great opportunity 

for us to share with you some of the fruits of our activities in our eight 

communities. Our day-to-day local-scale activities in each of our communities 

include tutoring of children and youth; communal action days; study days for 

children and study days for women, residents and students. In addition to these 

ongoing activities, here are some highlights from the passing months:

Tira	 ‒	 Our	 new	 Learning	 Community:

We	 are	 proud	 to	 tell	 you	 about	 the	 opening	 of	 M-T's	 8th	 	 Learning	 Community	 in	 
the	 Arab	 town	 of	 Tira	 in	 November	 2011.	 The Tira community model is the result of a 

unique collaboration between M-T and a local organization called Intimmaa Wa'att'aa (I-

W) (Arabic for "Belonging and Giving"). I -W is a voluntary association, which is based on 

local fundraising  from the community of Tira. I -W finances the students' scholarships as 

well as the community coordinator's salary. M-T provides the methodological framework 

based on our long experience with critical pedagogy methods and their successful 

implementation in M-T's communal work.  Currently, there are 24  student volunteers 

and 30 children and youth that participate in M-T's  community learning activities. 

Parents and residents are already involved in the activities: during Mothers' day, 16 

women came to participate along with their children in activities related to the occasion. 

Student	 Activism:

Mahapach-Taghir's	 2011-12	 start	 of	 year	 	 Student	 Seminar. The seminar took 

place in December 2011, and brought together Jewish and Arab students from 

Mahapach-Taghir's eight communities for two days of workshops and panels. The 

seminar was designed to prepare students for their work in the Learning communities 

and provide them with tools and knowledge on marginalized communities and the 

challenges they face. Additionally, M-T held round table discussions,  related to the 

social protests that took place in the summer of 2011. The topics included education, 

housing, workers rights, etc. 

Na t i o n a l  s tuden t s s eminar, F l o r e n t i n e  s tuden ts, Dec, 2011



Women	 Leadership	 Project:

The women groups of M-T are involved in a learning experience that is motivated by 

their involvement in the communities, and is leading them to identifying communal 

interests and challenges and ways of tackling these challenges. 

This year, the women's conferences focused on the social protest that took place in the 

summer of 2011 and its relevance for marginalized communities -  especially the Arab 

communities. Another topic that was raised by the women was youth violence and 

vandalism in the communities caused by the lack of after school activities for both 

children and youth.  

The	 first	 Residents'	 Conference	 of	 2012	 	 was held in January 15th at the 

Florentine community in Tel Aviv, and was attended by members of the streering 

committees from 3 M-T communities: Tamra, Yaffat El Nassera and Florentine. The 

conference was an opportunity to learn and to be inspired by the experience of the 

Florentine community during the summer social protest. The discussion was 

accompanied by a guided tour around the neighborhood, in which two of the 

neighborhood's residents-one Jewish and one Arab-  were the guides, and shared 

their experiences in the Florentine ' tent city'.

After discussing the challenges each community faces, the main theme that arose as a 

common challenge was the youth violence in these communities.

Osna t  a n d  Maha, Jewish  a n d  A r a b  r e s i d en t s, g u i d i n g  t h e  soc ia l  ac t iv i sm  

t o u r  i n  Florent ine. Jan, 2012

The	 second	 residents	 conference	 of	 2012	 	 took place in the Arab town of Yaffat 

El Nassera on March 11th. 50 residents from 4 of our learning communities (Yaffat al 

Nassrat, Tamra, Kyryat Yovel in Jerusalem and Florentine in Tel Aviv) participated in 

the conference. The discussion at this conference was a continuation of the previous 

one:  incidents of violence and vandalism amongst teens and their causes -  focusing 

on the lack of after school and educational activities leading to boredom and resulting 

in vandalism and violence. The conference concluded with a decision to translate 



these common challenges into a national-scale campaign, which is going to be 

thoroughly planned during the Residents Seminar in July.

Residents	 Conference,	 Yaffat	 El	 Nassera,	 March,	 2012

New	 Partnership	 with	 Sadaka-Reut	 &	 Oxfam-an	 EU	 project

Partnership	 with	 the	 EU-  joint project with Sadaka-Reut (Arab-Jewish NGO 

which focuses on Youth Partnership and education) and Oxfam GB called " F r o m  

Marg ins to Main s t r e am  – Fo s t e r i n g  Jewish  -Arab Par tne rsh i p Practices i n  I s rae l i  

Communit ies" was approved and now funded by the EU for the next two years. The 

project's objective is to foster partnership practices through education, empowerment 

and communication in Jewish and Arab marginalized communities in Israel. In addition 

to implementing an innovative model of partnership with both organizations and 

foundations, this project will include evaluation methodologies to assess our general 

objectives and goals. One such methodology is periodical	 surveys preformed by a 

professional pollster, targeting residents and students focusing on the sense of 

partnership  generated by the communal work over the years. The first survey 

indicated very positive responses among our students and residents with regard to the 

partnership between Jews and Arabs. The survey found that our model can indeed 

make a change: 80% of M-T Arab and Jewish survey participants replied that they are 

willing to work in partnership against discrimination even if that discrimination doesn't 

affect them directly. In the highly-segregated Israeli society, where polls often 

document a high degree of racism, this is a significant and meaningful result. 

The use of such evaluations serves two crucial goals: (1) to further develop our 

model, and (2) to share these inspiring results showing our ability to generate 

change with members of Mahapach-Taghir and other organizations.   

We	 are	 all	 Amin	 Farah:	 Anti-Racist,	 Anti	 Violence	 Web	 
Campaign

An	 anti-racist	 and	 anti-violence	 Facebook	 campaign	 after	 a	 brutal	 attack	 
on	 Amin	 Farah,	 a	 15	 years	 old	 trainee	 from	 the	 Florentine	 M-T's	 
community.	 Amin was walking back home after a group activity at the 



communal center when he was violently attacked by two by-passers only for 

speaking Arabic. 

The Facebook campaign is a joint initiative of  student volunteers and residents 

from the Florentine community asking people to support Amin. The campaign 

consists of one simple action of taking a picture of oneself with a sign which 

says "we are all Amin Farah" as an act solidarity with Amin and against any form 

of violence. 

Please	 join	 us	 and	 support	 Amin	 :	 
http://www.facebook.com/events/388044734558293/

Future	 Events	 and	 Planning:

Students'	 Regional	 Meetings,	 June	 2012-  Following the involvement of our 

students in the social protest last summer and in order to encourage social-

activism of students from our communities, several student action groups were 

formed. These groups include students from different communities that will 

meet in the next few weeks with the aim of discussing and planning the 

involvement of our communities in the expected protests this summer.  The 

main goal of these groups is to ensure that the voice and needs of marginalized 

communities  will be heard alongside the more  middle-class  voice that 

dominated the protests  last summer. 

The meetings will also include collaborations with other activist groups. For 

instance, the Kiryat Yovel group will meet with public housing activists in 

Jerusalem; and the students from Mghar and Kiryat Shmona will focus on  ways 

to increase volunteering in both communities. 

Strategic	 Process-  Mahapach Taghir is about to enter its fifteenth year of 

promoting social change. In the next few months will plan a large-scale event, 

involving our partners,  activists, children and students that have been part of 

http://www.facebook.com/events/388044734558293/


the communities throughout the years. In addition, we are currently planning 

and working on a Strategic plan that will bring our organization to new and 

exciting paths, and will increase our sustainability and self-sufficiency. To this 

end, we have launched a strategic process which includes developing  income 

generating activities in each of our communities; expanding the number of our 

contributing members  and promoting local fundraising initiatives.

Melody	 in	 the	 Neighborhood-	 	 Florentine:	 	 July	 5th	 2012

Continuing the MT Florentine activist tradition that began last year,  we are 

planning a big event to address the challenges and benefits of living in such a 

diverse community.The event, which takes the form of a neighborhood music 

festival, will also be used a an income-generating event for the community. 

Resident	 Seminar	 13-14.07.12	 in	 Hanaton	 

This year, the  seminar of the residents and their families will focus on the 

organization of a national-scale campaign on the lack of after-school programs 

for youth which lead to violence and vandalism in the communities.The 

campaign will aim to raise awareness to the issue at the local and national 

levels. As previously mentioned, this topic was decided on at the Spring 

resident conference. In addition, we plan to use the seminar to get the steering 

committee members involved in the strategic process. 

Interested in supporting Mahapach-Taghir's activities?
Mahapach-Taghir	 is	 a	 registered	 Israeli	 non-profit	 non-governmental	 organization.	 Tax-
deductible	 contributions	 may	 be	 made	 from	 all	 locations	 through	 the	 New	 Israel	 Fund	 

www.newisraelfund.org.	 Direct	 bank	 transfers	 can	 be	 made	 to	 'Mahapach'	 at:	 Bank	 
Leumi	 LeIsrael,	 B.N.	 2702,	 Tchernihovsky	 St.,	 Haifa	 35701,	 Israel	 Account	 number	 for	 For-
eign	 Currency:	 17146/33	 Branch	 number	 720	 Swift	 Code:	 LUMIILITTLV,	 Routing	 
Number://IL010720;	 Checks	 can	 be	 made	 to	 'Mahapach'	 in	 61	 Ibn	 Gvirol	 St.,	 Tel-Aviv	 64362,	 
Israel.

Direct	 link	 to	 online	 donations:	 http://www.israelgives.org/amuta/580321685
	 

http://www.newisraelfund.org/

