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  SPRINGTIME  GREETINGS ! 

 

Hello Everybody! We hope this mail finds 
you well. We wanted to take the time to 
wish you and yours a very happy 
springtime!  

A lot of exciting and new advances have 
taken place in our organizations and we 
wanted to update you on our activities. 

A message from our chairperson 
Daphna Guttman: 

I am proud to present to you our first 
edition of MITVEH's newsletter!  We are 
very grateful to Leetal Ofer for this 
initiative of hers as our Masters in 
Communications student volunteer, and 
for her inspiration and hard work she 
devoted to making it possible!  

We are now ending our second full  year of  
intensive work, building up MITVEH, 
aiming high towards  our vision of ART 
becoming a substantial part of every 
child's education in Israel: of ART taking  

 

the role of a leading force in creative 
teaching and learning processes.  We 
have been developing an impressive 
professional group of educators in the 
arts, dedicated to spread the colors of our 
goals and dreams. 

With all my heart I thank all my friends, 
family and supporters who are with us in 
this inspiring endeavor! 

A note from Leetal Ofer, 
Master’s student at Tel Aviv 
University: 

As part of my Masters study at Tel Aviv 
University I was given the opportunity to 
volunteer at an organization of my 
choosing. For the past few months I have 
been working with MITVEH and have had 
a truly eye –opening experience. I have 
included my blog on my experiences at 
the end of this newsletter and hope you 
enjoy reading about my experience! 

 

Updates 
In this Issue we share with you our latest and past 
year's endeavors, and our future plans. Also 
included in this mail are pictures of our latest 
programs and a personal blog on our program 
“Let’s Meet Through Art.”  

We hope you enjoy our Newsletter and 
we would love to hear feedback! 

 

                  
                   
 
 
 
 
                     wishes you  
 A Wonderful Spring! 

 Newsletter 
  Spring 2013 
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Teachers & Kindergarten Teachers 
Workshops for Professional 
Advancement 

MITVEH conducts workshops for teachers 
in all areas of Education. The workshops 
teach integration strategies and thought 
processes, using creativity and art to 
promote learning in all areas of education. 
MITVEH guides the teachers in the 
process of integration of art in a learning 
environment and the benefits of doing so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s workshops on problem solving 
through creativity and art / January 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

The workshops are given to teachers of 
gifted students (above) and kindergarten 
teachers as well (bellow).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MITVEH at the “Cube”, Jerusalem 

Located at the new “Cube Art Center” in 
Jerusalem MITVEH is forming a 
partnership with the Municipality of 
Jerusalem in order to create a platform for 
professional training and guidance in 
education through the arts. This new 
project is aimed at turning Jerusalem into 
the center of art education in Israel by first 
developing an effective program for 
professional guidance and innovative 
work in art in the education system, 
speaking to a wide variety of multi-
cultural needs.  

 

“Art for Social Change” Tour in Rahat 

MITVEH organized a tour for art officials 
of the Ministry of Culture, on the 
importance and power of art in the 
process of social change. The tour was in 
the Bedouin town Rahat in the northern 
Negev, where we and viewed art  
intervention programs and met with 
artist-teachers, school principals, the 
community centers director and the head 
of the education department of Rahat.  

 

 

 

 

"Thinking, Learning & Art" Program: 
Art across the Curriculum  

This innovative 6 year running program by 
Daphna Guttman at Seligsberg Middle 
School, Jerusalem, combines the art 
teacher's lessons and art projects to 
advance the learning of concepts, 
principles, content of knowledge and 
social issues in other subject areas. The 
program is operated in collaboration with 
professional teachers of the school 
creating genuine materials for it. The 
program has received grants and awards. 

 
Seligsberg school 8th graders learn about King 
David and the history of their city Jerusalem 
(left) and 9th graders learn about democratic 
values (bottom) through ART activities, May & 
November 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Ongoing Programs & Activities 
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MITVEH's "Let’s Meet Through Art" 
Cross-Cultural Program 

This successful program is a cross-cultural 
art education program, aimed at a 
creative mutual cultural learning and 
dialogue through art, between 
neighboring but different cultural 
communities. This collaborative program 
brings together Bedouin and Jewish 5

th
 

grade children and their accompanying 
educators from neighboring communities 
in the Negev, through joint art activities in 
museums that represent both cultures.  

This is our second yearlong pilot program. 
This year to the visits to the Tel Aviv and 
Bedouin Culture Museums we have added 
art workshops in both communities as 
well as a trip to the Beer Sheva Museum 
of the Negev. 

The "Let's Meet" program has received 
grants from the USA Embassy in Tel Aviv 
and is supported by all its participating 
organizations, The Tel Aviv museum of 
Art, The Museum of Bedouin Culture at 
the Jo Alon Center, The Rahat Community 
Center and The Bnei-Shimon Council and 
Nitzanei Hanegev school. 

We are still in need of serious funding for 
maintaining and developing this program 
- your help will be greatly appreciated. 

Internal Organizational Development  

One of our major tasks today is to develop 
the base of our organization, financially 
and administratively. To do so we joined 
the social  NGOs Capacity Building 
Program to which we were invited by the 
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, a course aimed 
at organizational development, and are 
receiving professional consulting and 
assistance. Also - we are expanding our 
professional team and work areas, 
opening focus groups for goals and issues 
we want to promote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pictures from our “Let’s Meet Through Art” 
program, that focuses on bridging cultural gaps 
and teaching tolerance and openness between 
two different cultural communities. 

Above:  
Bedouin and Jewish 5th grade children learning 
together (right) about the wandering Jew 
through Naftali Bezem's sculpture at The Tel 
Aviv Museum of Art, and (left) about the 
Nomad's life at the Bedouin Museum at The Jo 
Alon Center / Feb. 2013  

Right:  
Bedouin and Jewish boys pose during a joint art 
project about wildlife in the Negev / March 2013  

The mixed group looking and discussing 
together their paintings at the Tel Aviv Museum 
of Art / Feb. 2013  

Bellow:  
Bedouin and Jewish girls pose, showing their art 
projects at a joint art workshop about "What I 
like to do with my family" / Rahat Bedouin Town 
/ March 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An op-ed by our volunteer Masters 
Student on “Let’s Meet” can be found 
below 

                         Ongoing Programs & Activities 
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Visit at the Arnon School Creativity 
Program, Ramat Gan 

For its fourth consecutive year,Yaffa 
Gaon, MITVEH's board and professional 
committee member, specialist on 
Creativity in Education, advises the Arnon 
Elementary school Principal Orna Ben-
Zaken and her staff on promoting 
creativity in the classroom. Since the 
Program’s implementation, school 
learning processes focus on creativity and 
art holds a major role in the daily 
curriculum. Creativity is acknowledged 
and encouraged and the school has gone 
through an impressive overall change, 
developing successful new integrative and 
creative high-level thinking teaching 
tools. As a result, the teachers have 
turned the walls and corridors of the 
school into an interactive and beautiful 
art gallery full with children's creativity.  
MITVEH organized a visit hosted with 
great care by the School, for the Director 
of the Jerusalem Municipality Elementary 
school system, as a starting point for our 
joint project. Along with observing the 
above, awaited us a pleasant surprise to 
be instructed by amazing 11 year old 
students! The visit was attended by the 
director of the Ramat Gan city Education 
system, representatives of the art 
department of the Jerusalem municipality 
and from the Ministry of Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Above left:  
Arnon school students presentation on creative 
learning processes for the guests, January 2013 

Above right: 
MITVEH's presentation at International 
Conference for Excellence in Education, June 
2012    

 

Participation in Conferences 

 At the International Conference of the 
Organization for Excellence in Education 
held in Jerusalem. June 2012r, Daphna 
Guttman introduced the approach of 
fostering creativity and promoting the 
learning of skills and higher order thinking 
strategies by teaching art, at the 
creativity sessions devoted to education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development and Fostering 
Partnerships 

We believe in partnerships as a way to 
develop our goals aim to promote our 
ideas through collaboration.  

Already we are developing educational 
programs that integrate art in their daily 
work and the goals of the Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Culture, Tel Aviv 
Museum of Art, the Israel Museum, the 
Museum of Bedouin Culture Museum, the 
Negev and Jerusalem Municipality. We 
also promote cooperation with 
organizations and stakeholders that have 
common goals such as Henrietta Szold 
Institute, Luna Art Fund, A New Dawn 
and IATF Coalition of North American 
Jewish organizations. 

 

: 
                                      MITVEH meets with leaders 
                                      of the Jewish Federation of 

                                 New Jersey, September 2012 

  

 

 
.  

 

 

                         Ongoing Programs & Activities 
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Aiming at our Vision 

MITVEH's new programs are devoted to 
establishing a national professional center 
in Jerusalem for educators, providing 
resources, tools and professional 
advancement for making ART a central 
learning experience in every child's 
education in Israel, promoting thinking 
and creativity in all subject matters.  
 

 Jerusalem School Pilot 
Programs: Art as a Means to 
Promote Thinking, Creativity 
and Learning Across-The- 
Curriculum  

For Jerusalem we are developing two new 
school pilot programs, in which ART 
becomes a leading force for developing 
learning, creativity and thinking tools in 
other subjects across the curriculum. The 
pilots are at an elementary school, high 
school and middle school in Jerusalem, in 
collaboration with the Education Directors 
of the Jerusalem Municipality and its Art 
department, The Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Culture, museums, artists - 
teachers and others. 
 

 Professional Forum, Platform  
& Partnerships for Art 
Educators  

A much needed professional framework is 
being opened by us, for sharing and 
forming partnerships, for professional 
development, innovation and cross-
fertilization, turning to educators and 
artists that are involved and interested in 
combining art and creativity in teaching. 
 

 Introducing Creativity to 
Teacher's Education 

We are extending our Teachers Courses 
and Workshops on Art & Thinking, adding 
a special focus on Creativity, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education and the Educational Center for 
Teachers in Jerusalem.  

 

 

 

 

 "MITVEH at The Cube”, a 
Professional Educators Center 
in Art &Creativity, Jerusalem 

MITVEH is forming at "The Cube" in 
Jerusalem a professional home for 
Educators, offering them Art & Creativity, 
by organizing series of workshops, 
exhibits, meetings and seminars on key 
issues to promote teaching, creativity and 
learning through art. 
Special Educational and community 
needs will be addressed and discussed. 
 

 Conferences & Exhibitions 

MITVEH is devoting efforts to organize a 
national platform that will present Art as 
a leading force in education. We are 
planning conferences and exhibitions for 
sharing knowledge, innovations, projects, 
products and latest advancements.                     

Below: Learning to promote thinking and 
learning using pictures, at MITVEH's 
Kindergarten teacher's course on Thinking and 
Creativity / winter 2013 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Experimenting with materials while learning 
about  Question Asking, using artistic processes, at 
MITVEH's Kindergarten Teacher's Course on Thinking & 
Creativity, winter 2013 

 

CROSSING THE CULTURAL BORDER WITH ART 

 

In our program "Let's Meet" we blend borders 
between different cultures and religions with a 
paint brush. Bedouin and Jewish Children learn 
to find similarities between their cultures, 
eventually leading to an evaporation of the 
dividing stereotypes between them. 

 

FACTS ON ART EDUCATION 
 

Third grade art students who participated in the 

Guggenheim Learning through Art Program 

performed better in six categories of literacy and 

critical thinking skills- including thorough 

description, hypothesizing and reasoning - than 

did students who were not in the program. 

 

Students who participate in arts programs in 

early education are three times more likely to be 

recognized for academic achievement, elected 

to class office within their schools, participate 

math and science fairs, and higher school 

attendance  

 

Studies have found that art in education 

stimulates and develops the imagination and 

critical thinking, and refines cognitive and 

creative skills. 

MORE ON ART IN EDUCATION  

Students who attend schools where the arts 
were integrated into classroom curriculum 
outperform their peers in math and reading 
who did not have an arts integrated 
curriculum. 

 

Champions of Change, (1999) p. 55, Figure 5 
Imagination Project at University of California 
Graduate School of Education & Information 
Studies study: Chicago Arts Partnerships in 
Education Summary Evaluation 

 
 

  New Programs  
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                                 Let’s Meet!                                                                                               March,2013 

                                             Leetal Ofer 

                                            Masters in Communication Tel Aviv University 
                                            B.A in Political Science The George Washington University 

 “Lets Meet” is a very Israeli thing to say; between friends, co-workers, family, the words “let’s meet” are a staple 
in the Israeli vocabulary. This casual exchange of words in Hebrew, Bo Na-Kir, is a way to make plans for coffee, 
a meeting, or get together. When I moved here five years ago, “let’s- meet” became part of my vocabulary as 
well.  
A few weeks ago I was granted the opportunity to take part in a program called “Lets-Meet.”  Through my 
participation in this program, this phrase took on a whole new meaning to me.  As part of my studies at the 
University of Tel-Aviv, I was asked to volunteer a few hours a week to a non-profit organization of my choice, 
where I would dedicate my time and expertise to help the organization with any work related to 
communications. I was behooved to join MITVEH by my Professor because she felt that it was a unique and 
evolved organization where my love for writing, culture, and children would be an asset.  

I was invited to join MITVEH in a program they call “Let’s Meet” and wasn’t given much information except that 
the program was a cross-cultural education program, aimed at creating creative learning and dialogue through 
art.  I was intrigued, but never could I imagine how powerful this experience would be for me. I arrived in the 
Negev (South of Israel) and was introduced to twenty amazing Jewish-Israeli children living on a kibbutz in the 
area. The children were excited and eager, awaiting the arrival of twenty Bedouin children from a neighboring 
area. I, who grew up in a very sheltered environment in the U.S., could not understand immediately their 
excitement to integrate with a culture so different and foreign, especially at this young age. I also didn’t 
completely understand the importance of integrating the cultures and definitely did not believe that art would 
be the common denominator.  

The children integrated into a classroom where they were shown images of traditional Bedouin attire, as well as 
traditional Jewish dress; the children were asked to identify the religion based on the dress and to my surprise, it 
was not a completely obvious task: there were more similarities between the cultures than I thought. The 
children were so open-minded that this wasn’t even a shock to them. Well it was to me and I felt embarrassed 
that I was not as open-minded. At 27, these children were giving me a good schooling on learning.  

The children were separated into mixed groups and asked to decorate a stencil of their face with beautiful fabric 
that spoke to them. The Jewish children and the Bedouin children worked together, and despite the language 
barrier, connected and pursued conversation. I sat next to two boys, Jewish and Bedouin, laughing hysterically 
about something that they were able to communicate to each other. In this classroom there was no 
stereotyping, no color, no language, just children.  I was jealous of their ability to see just another child, and not 
a stereotype; I am not sure all adults are capable of such immensely beautiful blindness. I then came to 
understand why it is so important to integrate different cultures at a young age. These children, after learning of 
the many similarities between the two cultures, provided a good example for how adults in today’s world should 
act: connect on similarities, look beyond the stereotype, accept, and be blind to anything but the heart and soul 
of a person. If these children can provide an example for the older generation, this world would be a better place 
to live. The children were brought together for an art project, but as the glitter and paint wash off and the colors 
fade, the experience will stay forever producing a generation of children we can be proud of.  

 



MITVEH CENTRE FOR PROMOTING THE ARTS IN EDUCATION 
ISRAEL                                                                                     

7 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

We would be glad to hear from you!  

Please feel free to contact  
Daphna Guttman Daphnag@Mitveh.org.il   
for any more information. 

 
 

Donate to  

Your support is needed for developing  
our programs, vision and endeavors.   
 
Your donation will help us establish in Jerusalem the 
                         Center for Promoting Art in Education in Israel.                     . 
 

MITVEH is a registered NGO in Israel,  
Amuta number 885818085.                                                
                                                                                          Your help and donation, of any kind,  
                                                                                                                           will be extremely helpful 
                                                                                                                                   and greatly appreciated! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for us on                      !                         

  Contact Information  

Above:  Artwork on the relationship 
between animals and their surroundings / 

Created at MITVEH's Kindergarten Teachers 
Workshop on promoting learning through 

Art and Creativity – focusing on the creative 
use of photographs / winter 2013 

                                  

                                        Center for Promoting Art in Education, Israel 

                         Tel-Fax. 972-2-6505105                      58  Nayot  St. 
                          office@Mitveh.org.il                          Jerusalem 93704 
                          www.Mitveh.org.il                               Israel 

mailto:Daphnag@Mitveh.org.il
mailto:office@Mitveh.org.il
http://www.mitveh.org.il/

